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August 2007
Antarctica Part 4
by John Bennet
AN APOLOGY
I was not able to write for Sediba for a while as we are changing houses and I spent most of my available spare time doing up our present home prior to selling it. Sorry about the break.

MOUNT EVEREST
A reader queried the veracity of my statement about Shag Rocks being ocean floor thrust up through +- 3kms of ocean.  It is true – that’s exactly what they are and an even more impressive ocean floor fact – any climber standing on the top of Mt Everest is actually standing on old ocean floor that used to lie under an ancient ocean called “The Tethys Sea”.  This is long gone – squeezed out of existence when India thrust into Asia.

SOUTH GEORGIA
Once again I will paraphrase, because this person in one paragraph explained just what this island is like:

“If you were to take a giant carving-knife, slice along beneath one of the highest mountain ridges of Switzerland, just where the huge glaciers tumble into valleys below, and then drop your slice of mountain, dripping with sugar-icing into the sea, I think you would get a fair idea of the place.  For it is long, narrow and everywhere the snow-covered mountains rise straight from the water, reaching near the centre of the island, to a height of over 9,000 feet.  Seen from afar, on an early day, South Georgia is breath-taking sight and one not easily forgotten – Niall Rankin, 1926”.

Rankin’s prose translated into my language – South Georgia is achingly beautiful and it is the one place that we saw on our journey that I would make a major effort to return to.  To be able to roam the island (where it is possible to roam) to spend days sailing in and out of the many fjords – wow that would be truly magic!  But unfortunately, also impossible.  The island is a British Colony (governed by the Falkland Government) and it is run under an extremely strict conservation ethic.  No tourists at all, other than those on specialist tours and even those are strictly controlled and monitored.  We landed on Salisbury Plain and ran the Antarctic Fur Seal gauntlet (jeepers – these guys are mean and nasty – more about them later!) and saw a King Penguin colony of a couple of thousand strong.

We spent four days cruising around South Georgia and the schedule was to have 9 Zodiac landings and one fjord cruise on the Molchanov which by now was a second home to all of us.

Next we were to visit Prion Island to view a Wandering Albatross colony.  How many of Sediba’s readers, I wonder, have been able to offer the following excuse for non arrival.  “There was an ice berg in the way”.  ‘Cause there was – and it closed off completely the only suitable landing beach on the island.  We never got to see the nesting Wanderers but as compensation, were taken on an hour and a half’s wild Zodiac off-shore ride thru’ very rough seas.  Some of us enjoyed it – some of us turned a whiter shade of pale.


We landed at Fortuna Bay.  Saw King Penguins again and met our first Elephant Seals (more about them – also later).  A surprise was seeing Arctic Reindeer.  They were brought to the island to supply meat for the whalers and upon being freed when the whalers left, adapted rather too well (no carnivores) to the environment which they are damaging extensively and as a result, tentative plans are afoot to shoot all 2000 or so of them.


We also met the Georgia Pintail.  “So what?” you might say.  “It’s just a small duck”.  That’s true – but it’s also the only known carnivorous duck in the world.  After Giant Petrels have ripped open a dead seal, these little ducks can be seen helping themselves to the exposed blubber and meat.

When most of us returned to the Molchanov some die-hards retraced part of Shackleton’s epic winter voyage across the island to reach a whaling station where he arranged to have a ship sail to Elephant Island (South Orkney) around the island to pick up the balance of his stranded crew.

You know – I had a skimpy vague idea that many feats of great endurance took place during the early days of (mainly) European exploration of the White Continent i.e. During the middle of winter, four Brits left a base and walked to the Emperor Penguin breeding colony about 100 miles inland to collect eggs and embryos for study purposes.  When they returned to base with their booty, they found that all of the teeth in their mouths had cracked from the cold (temperatures went down to -70C).  Three of these men died not too long after this ordeal.  Their deaths were attributed directly to the pounding that their bodies had been subjected to during their trek.

Another of our shore landings was cancelled during the approach to the only landing beach.  There were too many seals in the way.

Antarctic Fur Seals 

Walking amongst these guys was a hairy experience.  In full breeding mode they are extremely aggressive and you have to be very careful not to break into a run when one comes for you.  You have to stare them down.  Doing that was never easy I promise you.  But running was senseless anyhow – you couldn’t outrun one if your life depended on it.  Try sprinting in galoshes!!  If a female came for you, you were quite safe.  The head of the harem would promptly drive her back to the rest of his wives of which the average male seemed to have about +-9.  We were shown slides of wounds sustained by people who had been bitten before we were allowed to gingerly roam amongst the seals.  The scare tactic worked – nobody let their guard down at all during our many rambles along the various beaches.  But apparently, a far greater danger to a human was picking up Seal Flu should a sick animal cough in your direction.  If you did – you were dead!  And a never to be forgotten aspect of the fur seal was the pheromone aroma that hung over all the breeding colonies in a thick pall.  Until you got slightly used to it, you tended to gag every time you took a breath.  This smell is truly dreadful.
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For fun, try weaving your way thru’ this aggressive bunch!

GALOSHES
You could not go ashore without wearing them.  We sometimes trudged through centimeters thick carpets of seal and penguin dung and very often waded mid calf deep through marshes and bogs. Red in the face stuff!  After each return to the ship, the first task was to disinfect your boots by scrubbing them in an antiseptic concoction.
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We saw many things in our voyage around South Georgia.  It is very rich in wildlife.  Remember standing, covered in goose pimples, listening to a Light-Mantled Sooty Albatross with it’s neck fully outstretched callings it’s lonely plaintive cry while trying to attract it’s mate high up in the sky down to their nest to take it’s turn to keep the eggs warm.

By now we had also met lots of Gentoo, Macaroni and Magellenic Penguins.  What makes viewing the wildlife of the area so unique is that both the birds and mammals have lost all fear of humans.  You can get very close to virtually all of the species.  So close in fact that there is a rule that is strictly enforced.  The animals can (and do) touch you, but no tourist is allowed to touch any of the wildlife.

The only animals that I can recall beating a retreat from humans were Crab Eating and Leopard Seals.  The rest of the wildlife (if you approached slowly enough) would only move if you actually tramped on them.

One of our landings was at Fortuna Bay where we mingled with tens of thousands of King Penguins and in spite of being exposed to this huge bird mass first, we were never the less totally unprepared for what we were to encounter on one of our next stops, a Zodiac landing at St Andrews Bay.

FOOTNOTE

The request for eggs and embryos that sent those four guys on their madness trip was voiced by a British Museum research scientist.  He had resigned from his post before the eggs and dead chicks were delivered and when they arrived, nobody else working there had any interest in them at all.  

. 
Pilanesberg Work parties
August 2007
Hi Folks, 
           Well a lot has happened since the last letter. Firstly we had a special W/P with a couple of specialist builders attending. The reason was the workshop. As most of you are aware, we decided to expand on the existing workshop and put up another building adjacent to the old workshop. Then with 15 able bodied soles we started work on Friday afternoon, and worked flat out on Saturday and Sunday. We slpit into two teams, the one lot stayed in camp mixing cement and laying bricks, while the other team went back and fourth to the workshop bringing in more bricks and sand. The sand was a problem because they did not have proper building sand, so all the sand had to be sieved first, very time consuming, and back breaking. OH, before I get lynched I must mention that Lisa Bell and Sylvia Cockburn went to work on the old store room and bagged the walls, which entailes mixing plasterque and cement, which is painted onto the walls, but before they could do that they had to clean the walls, which were pitch black with soot from the fire. All told, a very messy job, well done girls. The end result was by lunch time on Sunday we had everything up and running, roof on, door up, window in, floor done. We also found time to put in a couple of speed jumps in the driveway, these are not for speeding but to try and reduce the water runoff, when we get some rain. Anyway I believe there were a couple of people who were very glad to go back to work on Monday, for a rest. To all of you who were there thank you. IMPRESSIVE is the word that springs to mind. 
 

Now on to the normal W/P 44 people arrive at this one, a bit of a difference. Again our workshop was targeted, with finishing off touches like bagging the wall, painting the roof, filling in with cement where the roof meets the wall, fitting glass to the window, etc. It is a pleasure having that extra space for the tools. Then the Iron Age site, Neville and the guys did a stirling job of clearing the look out point, it was really overgrown, and Eberhaart and his crew finished off the parking area. The whole place looks really good, and I think we are on track to open the site in October, the 6th at the moment. Then Dithabaneng is finally cleared, SOWETO now. Watch this space. Then the old favourite which has been a bit ignored, no not Lantana, the "G" sites. Jorg took a team and cleared 3 sites on the main roads, Tswene and Kubu, which were looking a bit shabby, they now look good and clean and fresh. Well guys thats about it for now, please remember your membership fees, they are now overdue. We have had a very good response so far but there are still a lot of fees outstanding. Please get in touch with Brigitte W 011 408 3997. Dont forget the AGM on the 20th Oct 07. The new members are still rolling in which is great, here are the names of the guys who joined last W/P. 
Schalk and Alice Vosser
Riaan and Alida Erasmus
Alison Moolman
Mara Raath
Rena Scheepers
Welsome to you guys and I hope to see you again. Ok guys until next time.
 

Regards, Paddy. 
. 
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Join Out and About for a fun walk in the beautiful Kgaswane Mountain Reserve, Rustenburg, on the 1st September 2007. The walk takes place from the Group Camp facility within the Park.

Our aim is to promote walking as a form of exercise, to enjoy the bush and panoramic views and to celebrate Spring day. Funds from the day will go to the Pilanesberg Wildlife Trust.
About the walk…..it’s not for sissies!!! We walk approximately 10km on a track road over the mountain to the Park office and back down again. We supply water points and marshals will be on duty to guide you. Those doing the full walk will collect a flower at the halfway mark and these must be handed in on completion to go into the draw for a fabulous prize. Some will walk only half way and must collect their flower at a designated point and these too are handed in to enter the draw for a prize. There will be a 2km section for those who prefer a short stroll. 
The walk begins at 8am but participants must be in the park at 7am for registration. To participate in the walk please book your place by phone or register at the various ticket outlets at the Waterfall Mall. The full walk should take approx 3hrs which takes us to around 11am.  Stay for lunch and enjoy the fun and entertainment.

What to bring….walking shoes, hat and sun block!! Bring the family and a picnic basket.
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We supply….. fires for a braai, food stalls, fun and entertainment as well as  art and craft exhibitors. There will be face-painting, traditional dancing, short nature walks to learn about trees and birds and much more. 
Cost:
Participants pay R100 per adult                               
R50 per child under 12 - this includes gate fee.


Visitors pay R20 per adult

              R10 per child under 12

              R10 per car.
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So, get those walking shoes on and join us for a walk in the park or just come for the fun!!!!  Celebrate spring day and support wildlife.   Call Les 0836276080 or Thea 0726073465 for more information
	Out and About  'walk for wellness'   club is holding a Spring walk to raise funds for the Pilanesburg Wildlife Trust on the 1st September 2007. The walk takes place from the Group camp facility within Kgaswane Mountain Reserve Rustenburg.
We are hoping to have  as many as 300 participants. Please see the attachment for details of the day.
 

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS FOT THE FOLLOWING TASKS: 
        5 People to man the registration tables
        4 People to assist at the gate
        10 marshalls for the walk ( water points )
        4 people to man the coke stand
        2 parking officials (cars need to be parked very carefully in the park)
 

PLEASE if you have the time and feel this is something you want to do contact  LES 0836276080
                                                                                                                    THEA 0726073465



	From Big Five to Little Five 

Visitors to South Africa are always keen to catch a glimpse and a photo of the country's celebrated Big Five: elephant, lion, rhinoceros, buffalo and leopard. 

While the big game is magnificent, and includes other giants such as giraffe, hippo, whale and dolphin, there's much more to South Africa's wildlife. The country has some of the world's richest biodiversity hotspots, with remarkable birdlife, abundant buck, small game and bizarre insects. 

To promote these, some clever people have come up with another must-see list, the Little Five. They are (and don't laugh) the elephant shrew, ant lion, rhinoceros beetle, buffalo weaver and leopard tortoise. 

Here's the lowdown on some of Africa's finest little creatures. 
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	Ant lion 
The ant lion (Myrmeleontidae) is an odd yet familiar feature of the bushveld, digging conical depressions in dry, soft sand with which to trap its prey - ants. In advanced stages this larvae-like creature has wings and sometimes resembles a dragonfly, although it's not well-adapted for flight. 
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	Buffalo weaver 
Red-billed buffalo weavers (Bubarlornis niger) are social birds that build their nests in the forked branches of tall trees. They nest in open colonies and are a rather noisy and busy lot. The weavers' nests can be recognised by their rather bedraggled state, made from coarse grasses and with untidy twig structures. 
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	Rhinoceros beetle 
The rhinoceros beetle (Scarabaeinae dynastinae) is one of the largest beetles to in Southern Africa, with horns on its head much like those of its larger namesake. Both males and females are horned, but only the males are known for aggressive behaviour, using the horns to fight rivals. The horns are also used to dig, climb and mate. 
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	 Leopard tortoise 
The leopard tortoise (Geochelone pardalis) is a striking feature of the bushveld landscape, getting its name from its black and yellow spotted shell. The animal is one of the largest breeds of tortoise in this part of the world; a mature leopard tortoise can weigh over 23kg, with a shell circumference of up to one metre. The males are larger than the females. 
Younger tortoises have dark brown patterns while adult shells take on shades of yellow with somewhat smaller spots. Leopard tortoises live in savannah and grassland areas, close to water. 
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	Elephant shrew 
This tiny insectivore lives in arid lowlands, rocky outcrops and savannah grasslands, getting its name from its elongated snout. Elephant shrews (Elephantulus myurus) are found all over South Africa, and only grow to a length of 250mm, with an average weight of 60g. They feed on insects, fruit, seeds and nuts. 

They in turn are food for snakes and raptors, making them extremely shy and wary. The chances of spotting them are slim indeed, so if you manage to see an elephant shrew before an actual elephant you can count your safari a real success.


Memberships

This just serves as a reminder that if you pay your fees between May & July this year, they will be valid for the 2007/2008 year as well. The membership fees have not increased and will remain at R110 per single member and R140 per family.

Please note that if you have not paid, your details will be removed from the database as of the end of  august!

Please bear in mind that any kids over the age of 18 need to be on their own membership and will need to pay the R110 membership fee each.
IMPORTANT!! When you pay your fees, please quote your name or even better your membership number.
Next work parties

The next two work parties at Pilanesberg will be on the 3 - 5 August and on the 7 – 9 September 07, if any member would like to join Paddy and his workgroup, please feel free to contact him at home Tel: (011) 793 4867 or on his cell 082-4954339.

At Borakalalo and Kgaswane the next two work parties will also be on the 17 – 19 August and the 14 – 16 September 07. Contact John at home Tel: (011) 615 3340 if you would like to attend these work parties.

Tents and Rules
These are the rules concerning the F.O.P.S. tents at Manyane. Please do not take them lightly. 
The tents are for paid up MEMBERS only,ie Husband and wife and their minors. Under 18 years old. 
F.O.P.S.  membership numbers required when booking.
Each tent has 2 beds and a third mattress for KIDS. 
Electricity is available on site. 
No tents or ANY other camping accommodation is to be erected on the F.O.P.S. camp site. 
Please ensure you leave tents clean and tidy and report any problems to Paddy 082 459 4339. 
Take note this camp site is for special use only, and is not to be used without prior authorisation from the committee.
Anyone not adhering to these rules will have their membership terminated forthwith. 
The reason for these drastic measures is because, certain members have been abusing this privilege, and it has been questioned both by Golden Leopard Resorts, and by Parks Board. 
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Please remember that bedding is NOT supplied at the tents and you need to bring your own sheets and bedding. Winter can get pretty chilly! The tents only contain 2 beds with mattresses on and a single mattress for the floor.

Issued by the F.O.P.S. Committee.
To all you FOPs members, take a break, rent a tent and enjoy a wonderful bush experience, at an affordable price – R120.00 per night. Book now!!  The tents are allocated in Manyane camp. 

Please remember to leave the tents as you would like to find them. Please remember that any FOPS member that has booked these tents will be held liable for anything that has gone missing on their weekend. It is up to the FOPS member to control his/her visitors and make sure that they leave the tents in a decent state for the next visitors to enjoy.
Phone Lindy Coombe Heath at 011 793-4867 or 082 890-0534 to make your reservations.
Your 2006 committee members.


Email: 
	" 

lindys1@worldonline.co.za



	

	TREASURER:

MARK VIJOEN
Home: 011 678 4131

Fax: 086 621 6925

Cell: 082 773 8855

Email: mark@jvms.co.za

	SPECIAL PROJECTS BORAKALALO:

JOHN BENNETT

Home: 011 615 3340

	SECRETARY:

Brigitte Schrauwen
Cell: 082 854 5069
Fax : 011 408 3165

Work : 011 408 3997

Email: brigitte.schrauwen@liberty.co.za

	SEDIBA EDITOR & WEBSITE
CUAN DE VRIES
Fax: 086 5162147
Cell: 082 551 5768

Email: mailto:cdevries@fusionis.co.za


	PUBLIC RELATIONS:

ROS MARSH

Fax: 011 672 0451

Work: 011 672 6681


	


Membership Application Form

	Surname:________________________________________
	Title:   MR / MRS / MISS / DR / OTHER ________________

	First name & Spouse’s name: ___________________________________________________________________________

	Children’s name & Age: ________________________________________________________________________________

	Membership No: (if Appl) ____________________________
	Occupation: ______________________________________

	Postal Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________



	Home Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Telephone (Home): _________________________________
	Cellular: _________________________________________

	Business: ________________________________________
	Fax: ____________________________________________

	Do you wish to join workparties:     YES / NO
	Are you inetrested in Bushveld Mosaic:      YES / NO


Membership Fess:   Single = R110
Family = R140 (FOPS Subs year = August – July)

Please send this form together with your payment to FRIENDS OF PILANSBERG, PO BOX 70723, Bryanston, 2021. Or deposit directly into our bank account at: Nedbank, Randpark Ridge, Branch Code 15-14-05, Acc No: 1514-22-1241. Proof of deposit must be faxed to our secretary at the number above.

For more information, visit our website at www.fops.org.za
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Out and About


‘Walk for Wellness’
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