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January / February 2007
Bora Workparty & pics By Amanda Pienaar
The 3rd of Feb 07 John led a team of Fops members; Johan and Edna; Richard and Glenys; Kobus and Amanda in Borra to remove a thorny problem that can cause an expensive scratch to luxury vehicles. The bloodshed and thorns the team had to endure was met with a smile for was it not what the Friends were for …. The hands on dirty work.

A big Paperbark Tree was torn by the storm and had to be sawed up so that it could be removed and did not obstruct the road any longer. The wood that was left would have any camper drooling with envy as it would have fueled many “ kuier aande” around the campfire; I’m talking a bonfire de lux! 

In the process the nature was also enjoyed and special things seen like the millipede that was about the length of a no 8 shoe and as thick as your thumb. Buck spoor was also every where to be seen. Njala ooittjies and their young was the proof that the parks population of animals was growing. The silence that was on occasions broken by the call of a bird was like manna to a hungry city soul.

John demonstrated how to get rid of the Sekelbos by using a rake to hook and pull it to one side, cut the branches and then, to not repeat the whole process again next year; you paint on poison and hope it self destructs. After such exhausting activity in extreme heat there must be a well deserved rest (Pic4).

The reason why John’s bakkie’s canopy does not last was also made clear to us when he got on to it to use petrol power to cut branches where muscle power failed. (Pic 5)

After a hot day in sweltering heat and with acing muscles you do not need to be on survivor to now what tiredness and stiffness means!  
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Antarctica – John Bennets trip extraordinaire!
. 
When we booked to go to Antarctica, we received all sorts of literature regarding our destination plus an almost day-by-day itinerary of what we could expect to be doing (weather permitting) during our sea voyage.  The reality of our trip exceeded our expectations over and over again.  I have never before enjoyed an experience as much as I did this one and although I’ll never be able to do justice to the vibe of the experience in writing, perhaps reading thru’ my step-by-step detail of the journey will encourage one or two of Sediba’s readers to go on the same holiday – you won’t be sorry if you do – that’s a promise.

We left Jo’burg very early in the morning.  Flew to Cape Town, picked up passengers and headed across the Atlantic to Buenos Aires.  It was during this day flight that I really appreciated just why our planet is called a water world.  For 11 hours all we saw was a thin strip of the Atlantic Ocean water far below our plane.  This water is kilometers thick and the amount of water in the Atlantic is less than half of that of the Pacific Ocean and I’m disregarding all the other oceans, 

We spent the night in a very nice hotel in Buenos Aires and the next morning we flew on a domestic flight to a tourist town called El Calafate.  Two things worth mentioning about this place are – firstly, the jizz of the surrounding countryside is so like that of the Karoo that you could be forgiven for believing that the pilot had taken a wrong turn and dumped his passengers somewhere near Beaufort West.  The superficial resemblance between the two areas is uncanny.  But a South African will know that he is in fact not at home when looking up at the horizon.  Snow covered peaks in all directions.  Secondly, El Calafate is situated close to what is (for as yet unknown reasons) the only non-retreating glacier left on our planet.  We spent the next day gingerly ambling across the top of the snout of the Perito Moreno Glacier.  And gingerly is the operative word here.  Even with crampons strapped to your shoes, you very quickly learn that you can forget about bounding around on the ice like the tourist guides do – you plod and every now and again a helping hand from one of your attentive guides is very welcome indeed.  The flow of information from the head guide (in English) was very interesting.  You learn why glaciers form in the first place.  Why patches of ice in the ice river are such a beautiful blue.  Why some of the ice is green.  You learn why some of the ice is so dirty and why the front of the glacier is all crumpled up.  The centre of the ice flows faster than the two edges because they are locked into the sides of the valley that the glacier is creating and the stresses caused by these two different flow rates cause the ice to break up.  The water in the lake below the glacier is milky white and this is caused by a rouge textured powder that is generated by the grinding action between the slow flowing ice and the rock bed underneath it.

I am very blasé about our game and have never really understood visiting tourists overwhelming fascination with it.  But I grasp it now.  It is something totally different and my one day on Perito Moreno taught me that.  You cannot experience a glacier like this anywhere in Africa and our wildlife must be as unique to visitors to our reserves as this ice field was to me.

Adding to the overall vibe of this scene was the constant background of rifleshot sounding noises created by various sizes of chunks of ice breaking off from the front edge of the wall of ice.  This can be very dangerous.  Two years ago, a wall of water created by an unusually large block of ice calving swept tourists off some rocks on the shoreline of the lake and one was drowned.
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Another aspect of this visit to Perito Moreno that should be aired is – you can forget about displaying your 6 pack through a thin “T” shirt here boy.  The wind that sweeps down the valley first crosses the ice field that spawns the glacier then it picks up more cold as it flows down the ice river and when it slams into you, you understand quite clearly why this jaunt is not available during winter. 
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One more night in El Calafate and then another few hours flight to a port called Ushuaia. 
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It’s a small town with up and down higgeldy piggeldy streets nestled in front of a truly magnificent backdrop of tall vegetation greened mountains with all the peaks covered in snow.  We, as a family, liked this place very much.  It’s old and has a rich historical background.  It was established by government decree purely to open up this area of Argentina.  Shades of Australia – they emptied the northern prisons to procure a ready made population of inhabitants for the very rough and ready beginnings of the town.  But it is now the seat of government for the whole Southern area and it is also a major tourist destination with lots to see and do.  Wouldn’t mind returning to the town for a week’s holiday.  We participated on a day trip to a local nature reserve and on this bus trip we met a few of our fellow South Pole travelers.  The next day we boarded the boat that was to be our home for 19 days. 
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Pilanesberg Work parties
December 06 workparty
Hi folks, 
           Firstly let me kick off by saying, I hope you had a happy Xmas, and I wish you all a prosperous new year. OK let me try and remember what happened at the Xmas party. OH yes, there were 43 people who worked hard, and got a lot done. Unfortunately there was an air of disappointment, when the guys saw the Iron Age site, because with all the rain, the grass was back with a vengeance, but the guys soon sorted most of that out, and its back to looking good again. Then a number of us went to Lantana, ( yes its still around) and got a fair amount cut and sprayed.  The other projects were the hides where we were putting up new bird and animal posters. Malatse hide got a good trimming outside in front, so that people can at least see the dam. The guys there, namely Berrie, Rolf and Reon, got a bit of a scare when the bull hippo came to investigate what was happening, but a good adrenalin rush now and again is good for you. The Hellipad at the office block, got a face lift with a good  coat of paint. So now the pilots can see where to land. Then lastly 8 ladies stayed in camp to organise the Xmas party, and a fantastic job they did to. Tables were laid out with table cloths, and all the frilly bits. I wont go into too much detail but the menu consisted of Turkey, Roast beef, Roast lamb, chicken and Gammon. Along with all the salads and gravy. Then there was pudding for africa. This year we had a fair turnout from N.W.P.T.B. attending, namely Peter and Wendy Leitner, and Mike and Stella Crowther, along with their family, and Thank you for your support during the year. Another good year drew to a close and from me and the N.W.P.T.B. a big thank you to all who helped make it a good year. With a bit of hard work 2007 will follow in the foot steps of 2006. From me cheers and see you next year.
Regards. Paddy. 
January 07 workparty

Hi Folks, 
           Me again. What a pleasant surprise, to see all the eager beavers ready for action, so early in the year. We had 30 people attending, and the good news is, there were 5 new members. Welcome to Myra Botes, Diane Leppan, Mark and Caroline Hughes with family, Henk Welthage and family, Andre Opperman and family. Then we had potentially, Scott Roebuch and jade Harmsen. The projects were, Iron Age site. Getting boreing? Not a chance. The car park was started this weekend and boy  oh boy did those guys work. Saturday morning saw 13 of 17 upright poles, not just the holes dug but concreted in. Those of you that worked at Rathlogo know what that means. Hard work. The guys also cleared inside the area, and I think we are winning the war of the grasses. Then it was "G" site time again, a few guys went down onto Tshepe drive new Kwa Maritane, and cleared the 2 site down there. Then another team went down Dithabaneng and cleared 3 sites down there. Then on to Rathlogo, where we set upon clearing there. The car park and walkway were cleaned up, and it looks good, once again. The facelift of the ablution block in Potakwane was also tackled by our painting Fundi, Sylvia Cockburn. Sylvia and Hubby Dave have put a huge amount of work into this project, a lot of it being their own holiday time. They started at the Xmas party weekend, along with some willing helpers, have almost completed the task. I must say that the Abalution block looks fantastic. That’s about it from me, let keep up the good work, and hope to see you at the next W/P. 
Regards. Paddy. 
February 07 workparty

Hi Folks, 
            Me again. This is getting out of hand, hope we catch up soon, and get back to normal. Well Feb W/P was even bigger than the one in Jan, with 41 people attending. There was only one new member, so welcome to Paul Hloben. He used to be a member, was away for a couple of years and is now back home. Friday night was a bit of a damp squib with 5mm of rain falling, so most of the guys were in bed early. Saturday morning everybody was rearing to go. Sorry to sound repetitive but the iron age sight was again on top of the list. This time we split the people up into 2 groups, 1 group to work inside the area, and the other group to work outside doing the parking area. I must just say that both groups worked like trojans, and got a huge amount done. Jeff Newman has been dubbed the Scottish slave driver, for his troubles. Then there was a 'G' site come cairns party, which also did there fair share, plus did a couple of Km to boot. There was a bit of maintenance done at Malatsi hide and some painting done at the ablution block in Potakwane. The block looks great, amazing what a coat of paint can do. Then lastly a party went out to do Lantana, which is still alive and well and living in Pberg. I mentioned rain on Friday but its not nearly enough. We have only had 25 mm at Potakwane during Jan up to now. Most of the dams are looking a bit shabby, although the park itself is looking good. I hope we get some good rain soon. Well that’s about it from me, stay well and hope to see you in March. Same dates as Jan 2-3-4. 
Regards Paddy.  

Bora workpartiesBy Kevin Lesser
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The last Work Party for the year has finally arrived and as it’s normally a hectic month with everyone finishing up at work, preparing for their holiday trek and dashing about buying Xmas gifts, I didn’t expect too many volunteers to join us. 

In the end we had two new families (the Du Plessis’s and the van Heerden’s) join us for their very first work party as guests. So while the ladies and the six kids did a chicken parade around the camp, the men folk headed off to slay the bush which dared to scratch the cars of visitors who merely maneuver along the game drive routes of Borakalalo. 

Knowing that it was going to get mighty hot during the day we started clearing bush at 06:00 along the back end of Tholo Loop. We started with three able bodies, but by 11:30 the sun had sapped our energy levels and reduced us to tired and weary souls. A good dose of heat-stroke had also set in, so it was time to pack the tools away and get into the shade or cool down in the river. The kids got a well deserved break on the sandy shores of the Moretele river – six kids went into the river and six came out, so the croc’s got none!

Thank you to all the members and guests that joined us at Borakalalo and Kgaswane in 2006. We look forward to seeing all the old faces and meeting many of the new ones in 2007.
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Next work parties

The next two work parties at Pilanesberg will be on the 2 - 4 March and on the 13 – 15 April 07, if any member would like to join Paddy and his workgroup, please feel free to contact him at home Tel: (011) 793 4867 or on his cell 082-4954339.

At Borakalalo and Kgaswane the next two work parties will also be on the 2 – 4 March and the 30 March – 1 April 07. Contact John at home Tel: (011) 615 3340 if you would like to attend these work parties.

Tents and Rules
These are the rules concerning the F.O.P.S. tents at Manyane. Please do not take them lightly. 
The tents are for paid up MEMBERS only,ie Husband and wife and their minors. Under 18 years old. 
F.O.P.S.  membership numbers required when booking.
Each tent has 2 beds and a third mattress for KIDS. 
Electricity is available on site. 
No tents or ANY other camping accommodation is to be erected on the F.O.P.S. camp site. 
Please ensure you leave tents clean and tidy and report any problems to Paddy 082 459 4339. 
Take note this camp site is for special use only, and is not to be used without prior authorisation from the committee.
Anyone not adhering to these rules will have their membership terminated forthwith. 
The reason for these drastic measures is because, certain members have been abusing this privilege, and it has been questioned both by Golden Leopard Resorts, and by Parks Board. 
Issued by the F.O.P.S. Committee.
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To all you FOPs members, take a break, rent a tent and enjoy a wonderful bush experience, at an affordable price – R120.00 per night. Book now!!  The tents are allocated in Manyane camp. 

Please remember to leave the tents as you would like to find them. Please remember that any FOPS member that has booked these tents will be held liable for anything that has gone missing on their weekend. It is up to the FOPS member to control his/her visitors and make sure that they leave the tents in a decent state for the next visitors to enjoy.
Phone Lindy Coombe Heath at 011 793-4867 or 082 890-0534 to make your reservations.
2007 Eclipses By Wits Planetarium

Eclipses visible from South Africa during 2007:
· Total Eclipse of the Moon on the night of March 3rd / 4th
Other eclipses (not visible from South Africa):
· Partial Solar Eclipse of 19th March
· Total Lunar Eclipse of 28th August
· Partial Solar Eclipse of 11th September
 

3rd / 4th March 2007: Total Eclipse of the Moon visible from all of South Africa
 Mar 3rd 10:18pm - the eclipse officially starts, but the Moon does not change shape visibly - it may dim slightly; this is the start of the penumbral phase
Mar 3rd 11:30pm - the Moon starts moving into the dark part of the Earth's shadow, and changes shape noticeably
Mar 4th 00:44am - the Moon is completely within the Earth's shadow, but will probably look slightly reddish; this is the start of totality
Mar 4th 1:58am - the Moon starts moving out of the Earth's shadow - totality has ended
Mar 4th 3:11am - the Moon appears to be fully recovered - back to full moon - but may be slightly dimmed
Mar 4th 4:24am - the penumbral phase has ended, and the eclipse is officially over (although there's nothing to watch from 3:11am to 4:24am)
 

19th March 2007: Partial Eclipse of the Sun
not visible from any part of South Africa
The eclipse starts 2:38am and ends 6:25am (South African time).  
The eclipse will be visible from parts of eastern Asia - China and eastern Russia.
 

28 Aug 2007: Total Eclipse of the Moon
not visible at all from South Africa
Officially, the eclipse (including the invisible penumbral phase) starts at 9:53am and ends 3:21pm (South African time).
The visible part of the eclipse starts 10:51am and ends 2:24pm.
The eclipse will be visible from North and South America, Australia and eastern Asia.
 

11 Sep 2007: Partial Eclipse of the Sun
not visible from any part of South Africa
The eclipse starts 12:25pm (25min after noon) and ends 4:36pm (South African time).
The eclipse will be visible from the southern parts of South America.
Tall Man saves dolphins!

The long arms of the world's tallest man reached in and saved two dolphins by pulling out plastic from their stomachs, state media and an aquarium official said Thursday.

The dolphins got sick after nibbling on plastic from the edge of their pool at an aquarium in Liaoning province. Attempts to use surgical instruments to remove the plastic failed because the dolphins' stomachs contracted in response to the instruments, the China Daily newspaper reported. Veterinarians then decided to ask for help from Bao Xishun, a 7-foot-9 herdsman from Inner Mongolia with 41.7-inch arms, state media said.

Bao, 54, was confirmed last year by the Guinness Book of World Records as the world's tallest living man. Chen Lujun, the manager of the Royal Jidi Ocean World aquarium, told The Associated Press that the shape of the dolphins' stomachs made it difficult to push an instrument very far in without hurting the animals. People with shorter arms could not reach the plastic, he said.

"When we failed to get the objects out we sought the help of Bao Xishun from Inner Mongolia and he did it successfully yesterday," Chen said. "The two dolphins are in very good condition now."

Photographs showed the jaws of one of the dolphins being held back by towels so Bao could reach inside the animal without being bitten.

"Some very small plastic pieces are still left in the dolphins' stomachs," Zhu Xiaoling, a local doctor, told Xinhua. "However the dolphins will be able to digest these and are expected to recover soon."

Your 2006 committee members.
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Membership Application Form

	Surname:________________________________________
	Title:   MR / MRS / MISS / DR / OTHER ________________

	First name & Spouse’s name: ___________________________________________________________________________

	Children’s name & Age: ________________________________________________________________________________

	Membership No: (if Appl) ____________________________
	Occupation: ______________________________________

	Postal Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________



	Home Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Telephone (Home): _________________________________
	Cellular: _________________________________________

	Business: ________________________________________
	Fax: ____________________________________________

	Do you wish to join workparties:     YES / NO
	Are you inetrested in Bushveld Mosaic:      YES / NO


Membership Fess:   Single = R110
Family = R140 (FOPS Subs year = August – July)

Please send this form together with your payment to FRIENDS OF PILANSBERG, PO BOX 70723, Bryanston, 2021. Or deposit directly into our bank account at: Nedbank, Randpark Ridge, Branch Code 15-14-05, Acc No: 1514-22-1241. Proof of deposit must be faxed to our secretary at the number above.

For more information, visit our website at www.fops.org.za
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