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August 2007
Antarctica Part 4
by John Bennet
AN APOLOGY
I was not able to write for Sediba for a while as we are changing houses and I spent most of my available spare time doing up our present home prior to selling it. Sorry about the break.

MOUNT EVEREST
A reader queried the veracity of my statement about Shag Rocks being ocean floor thrust up through +- 3kms of ocean.  It is true – that’s exactly what they are and an even more impressive ocean floor fact – any climber standing on the top of Mt Everest is actually standing on old ocean floor that used to lie under an ancient ocean called “The Tethys Sea”.  This is long gone – squeezed out of existence when India thrust into Asia.

SOUTH GEORGIA
Once again I will paraphrase, because this person in one paragraph explained just what this island is like:

“If you were to take a giant carving-knife, slice along beneath one of the highest mountain ridges of Switzerland, just where the huge glaciers tumble into valleys below, and then drop your slice of mountain, dripping with sugar-icing into the sea, I think you would get a fair idea of the place.  For it is long, narrow and everywhere the snow-covered mountains rise straight from the water, reaching near the centre of the island, to a height of over 9,000 feet.  Seen from afar, on an early day, South Georgia is breath-taking sight and one not easily forgotten – Niall Rankin, 1926”.

Rankin’s prose translated into my language – South Georgia is achingly beautiful and it is the one place that we saw on our journey that I would make a major effort to return to.  To be able to roam the island (where it is possible to roam) to spend days sailing in and out of the many fjords – wow that would be truly magic!  But unfortunately, also impossible.  The island is a British Colony (governed by the Falkland Government) and it is run under an extremely strict conservation ethic.  No tourists at all, other than those on specialist tours and even those are strictly controlled and monitored.  We landed on Salisbury Plain and ran the Antarctic Fur Seal gauntlet (jeepers – these guys are mean and nasty – more about them later!) and saw a King Penguin colony of a couple of thousand strong.

We spent four days cruising around South Georgia and the schedule was to have 9 Zodiac landings and one fjord cruise on the Molchanov which by now was a second home to all of us.

Next we were to visit Prion Island to view a Wandering Albatross colony.  How many of Sediba’s readers, I wonder, have been able to offer the following excuse for non arrival.  “There was an ice berg in the way”.  ‘Cause there was – and it closed off completely the only suitable landing beach on the island.  We never got to see the nesting Wanderers but as compensation, were taken on an hour and a half’s wild Zodiac off-shore ride thru’ very rough seas.  Some of us enjoyed it – some of us turned a whiter shade of pale.


We landed at Fortuna Bay.  Saw King Penguins again and met our first Elephant Seals (more about them – also later).  A surprise was seeing Arctic Reindeer.  They were brought to the island to supply meat for the whalers and upon being freed when the whalers left, adapted rather too well (no carnivores) to the environment which they are damaging extensively and as a result, tentative plans are afoot to shoot all 2000 or so of them.


We also met the Georgia Pintail.  “So what?” you might say.  “It’s just a small duck”.  That’s true – but it’s also the only known carnivorous duck in the world.  After Giant Petrels have ripped open a dead seal, these little ducks can be seen helping themselves to the exposed blubber and meat.

When most of us returned to the Molchanov some die-hards retraced part of Shackleton’s epic winter voyage across the island to reach a whaling station where he arranged to have a ship sail to Elephant Island (South Orkney) around the island to pick up the balance of his stranded crew.

You know – I had a skimpy vague idea that many feats of great endurance took place during the early days of (mainly) European exploration of the White Continent i.e. During the middle of winter, four Brits left a base and walked to the Emperor Penguin breeding colony about 100 miles inland to collect eggs and embryos for study purposes.  When they returned to base with their booty, they found that all of the teeth in their mouths had cracked from the cold (temperatures went down to -70C).  Three of these men died not too long after this ordeal.  Their deaths were attributed directly to the pounding that their bodies had been subjected to during their trek.

Another of our shore landings was cancelled during the approach to the only landing beach.  There were too many seals in the way.

Antarctic Fur Seals 

Walking amongst these guys was a hairy experience.  In full breeding mode they are extremely aggressive and you have to be very careful not to break into a run when one comes for you.  You have to stare them down.  Doing that was never easy I promise you.  But running was senseless anyhow – you couldn’t outrun one if your life depended on it.  Try sprinting in galoshes!!  If a female came for you, you were quite safe.  The head of the harem would promptly drive her back to the rest of his wives of which the average male seemed to have about +-9.  We were shown slides of wounds sustained by people who had been bitten before we were allowed to gingerly roam amongst the seals.  The scare tactic worked – nobody let their guard down at all during our many rambles along the various beaches.  But apparently, a far greater danger to a human was picking up Seal Flu should a sick animal cough in your direction.  If you did – you were dead!  And a never to be forgotten aspect of the fur seal was the pheromone aroma that hung over all the breeding colonies in a thick pall.  Until you got slightly used to it, you tended to gag every time you took a breath.  This smell is truly dreadful.
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For fun, try weaving your way thru’ this aggressive bunch!

GALOSHES
You could not go ashore without wearing them.  We sometimes trudged through centimeters thick carpets of seal and penguin dung and very often waded mid calf deep through marshes and bogs. Red in the face stuff!  After each return to the ship, the first task was to disinfect your boots by scrubbing them in an antiseptic concoction.
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We saw many things in our voyage around South Georgia.  It is very rich in wildlife.  Remember standing, covered in goose pimples, listening to a Light-Mantled Sooty Albatross with it’s neck fully outstretched callings it’s lonely plaintive cry while trying to attract it’s mate high up in the sky down to their nest to take it’s turn to keep the eggs warm.

By now we had also met lots of Gentoo, Macaroni and Magellenic Penguins.  What makes viewing the wildlife of the area so unique is that both the birds and mammals have lost all fear of humans.  You can get very close to virtually all of the species.  So close in fact that there is a rule that is strictly enforced.  The animals can (and do) touch you, but no tourist is allowed to touch any of the wildlife.

The only animals that I can recall beating a retreat from humans were Crab Eating and Leopard Seals.  The rest of the wildlife (if you approached slowly enough) would only move if you actually tramped on them.

One of our landings was at Fortuna Bay where we mingled with tens of thousands of King Penguins and in spite of being exposed to this huge bird mass first, we were never the less totally unprepared for what we were to encounter on one of our next stops, a Zodiac landing at St Andrews Bay.

FOOTNOTE

The request for eggs and embryos that sent those four guys on their madness trip was voiced by a British Museum research scientist.  He had resigned from his post before the eggs and dead chicks were delivered and when they arrived, nobody else working there had any interest in them at all.  

. 
Pilanesberg Work parties
June 2007
Hi Folks, 
         Well another huge Workparty, we had 39 residents and 6 non residents. Among these we had 4 new members, Debbie Lowther, Mara Raath, Ingy Palmer and Rene Terblanche, welcome to you all and I hope we will see you again at W/P. Good news we have got our new tools, so we are back in bussiness, Thanks to Reon Muller and Mica linpark for the help. The projects were, sorry to sound boring, the Iron Age site, Mothata hide, Dithabaneng drive and the geysers back in camp. OK Iron Age , the guys worked like Trojans again, the parking area is completely fenced in, and it looks good. We just have to scollop the uprights and clean up inside the parking area, and it is finished. As for the inside the guys cleared another couple of Kraals and sprayed, to maintain the war of the grasses. More good news a couple of us went out and met Francois Coetze at the site. Francois is the Archiologist in charge of the Iron Age site. He was very impressed with what he saw, and is going to start the signage structure for the site. As you know the site will be self guided. So at this point we look set to have the opening in August or September. Then, next project Mothata hide, or what is left of it. The guys really pulled out all the stops, because it looks like 1 more W/P and everything will be cleared away. Dithabaneng drive was again a thorny issue, this time they ( the trees) really fought back, and the girls were all battered and bruised and bleeding by the end of the morning. Fiona nearly ripped her ear of with a Buffalo thorn branch, but she has recovered and is fine now. Ready to continue the battle. The geysers are still a problem, which we are trying to rectify. The bricks from the Mothata hide will be used at Potakwane for the new workshop, and to do a bit of paving on the driveway. Jeff Newman has got his teeth into the project of building the storeroom, so next W/P we will have a new project on the cards. Well thats about all the news for last month, stay tuned for the next episode in July. See you at the next W/P 6-7-8 July 07. 

Regards 
Paddy.

July 2007

Hi Folks, 
      Well all I can say is, unbelievable. Here we are,  July freezing cold, actually it was not, the weather was pretty good, and what do we have? A staggering 51 people attending the W/P. I am confused. But I must say we got a lot done, which was good. We had 4 families join as new members, who will be named shortly. But welcome to you all. Right, on with the projects. The Iron Age site was top of the list, with a goodly amount of people going there. The parking area is 99% done, there are just a couple of odds and ends to tidy up. The inside area looks absolutely fantastic, the guys really did a good job, clearing a new path up to the lookout area, on top of the hill. Wonderfull. Then the last bit of clearing up at the Mothata hide, they too did a sterling job of clearing the area. All is gone except for a couple of bricks (about 5000). When we remove those bricks, it will only be a couple of months and you wont even know the place existed. Dithabeneng drive is almost clear, just the last bit from the dam to Korwe needs to be done. Yes we did clear down the road to the dam, no more car scratching. Then last but not least, the storeroom. The old roof is off and new roof is on. The foundations have been dug and concrete poured. The bricks from Mothata hide will be used to build up the walls. This does not sound like a lot of work, but let me tell you its back breaking. Jeff Newman not only lugged all the timber and iron, plus the door up on his trailer, but to show he was now cross he dug the foundations himself aswell. Well done Jeff, thanks for the transport, and organising the all the stuff. While Im thanking people I must just mention, Danie v/d Linde, he gave F.O.P.S. a deep cycle battery for the electric fence. The old one was not doing the job, but now that fence is fired up, beware. Thanks Danie. Well thats about it from me, please remember it is renewal time for membership. So until next time. 

Regards, Paddy. 
Memberships

Dear members, please remember that FOPS annual fees are due before the end of July for the next year of 2007/2008. This just serves as a reminder that if you pay your fees between May & July this year, they will be valid for the 2007/2008 year as well. The membership fees have not increased and will remain at R110 per single member and R140 per family.

Please bear in mind that any kids over the age of 18 need to be on their own membership and will need to pay the R110 membership fee each.
IMPORTANT!! When you pay your fees, please quote your name or even better your membership number.
Mars and the moon
	Two moons on 27 August

27th Aug the Whole World is waiting for...

Planet Mars will be the brightest in the night sky starting August.

It will look as large as the full moon to the naked eye. This will

cultivate on Aug. 27 when Mars comes within 34.65M miles of earth. Be

sure to watch the sky on Aug. 27, 12:30 am. It will look like the earth

has 2 moons. The next time Mars may come this close is in 2287.




Next work parties

The next two work parties at Pilanesberg will be on the 3 - 5 August and on the 7 – 9 September 07, if any member would like to join Paddy and his workgroup, please feel free to contact him at home Tel: (011) 793 4867 or on his cell 082-4954339.

At Borakalalo and Kgaswane the next two work parties will also be on the 17 – 19 August and the 14 – 16 September 07. Contact John at home Tel: (011) 615 3340 if you would like to attend these work parties.

Tents and Rules
These are the rules concerning the F.O.P.S. tents at Manyane. Please do not take them lightly. 
The tents are for paid up MEMBERS only,ie Husband and wife and their minors. Under 18 years old. 
F.O.P.S.  membership numbers required when booking.
Each tent has 2 beds and a third mattress for KIDS. 
Electricity is available on site. 
No tents or ANY other camping accommodation is to be erected on the F.O.P.S. camp site. 
Please ensure you leave tents clean and tidy and report any problems to Paddy 082 459 4339. 
Take note this camp site is for special use only, and is not to be used without prior authorisation from the committee.
Anyone not adhering to these rules will have their membership terminated forthwith. 
The reason for these drastic measures is because, certain members have been abusing this privilege, and it has been questioned both by Golden Leopard Resorts, and by Parks Board. 
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Please remember that bedding is NOT supplied at the tents and you need to bring your own sheets and bedding. Winter can get pretty chilly! The tents only contain 2 beds with mattresses on and a single mattress for the floor.

Issued by the F.O.P.S. Committee.
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To all you FOPs members, take a break, rent a tent and enjoy a wonderful bush experience, at an affordable price – R120.00 per night. Book now!!  The tents are allocated in Manyane camp. 

Please remember to leave the tents as you would like to find them. Please remember that any FOPS member that has booked these tents will be held liable for anything that has gone missing on their weekend. It is up to the FOPS member to control his/her visitors and make sure that they leave the tents in a decent state for the next visitors to enjoy.
Phone Lindy Coombe Heath at 011 793-4867 or 082 890-0534 to make your reservations.
Spiders…Did you know?

Some General Facts... 

· Does size really matter? 
There is no correlation between the size of the spider and the degree of venom potency. 

· Venom on the medical front line... 
Components of spider venom show promise in medical research, including areas of Alzheimer's and Lou Gehring's disease and even in preventing permanent brain damage in stroke victims. 

· Spiders in Flight...
Spiderlings (young spiders) can travel great distances by “ballooning” - the process of floating on the breeze using a strand of silk. 

· Greek Mythology - Where did spiders get their name?
Arachne, daughter of Idmon of Colophon in Lydia, was a dyer in purple. She greatly skilled herself in the art of weaving, but showed poor judgement by challenging Athena, the goddess of, amongst other things, the female arts and industries. Arachne offended Athena by depicting the amorous pursuits of the gods and, Athena, outraged at the beauty and perfection of Arachne's work, tore it to pieces. In despair at the destruction of her work, Arachne hanged herself. Athena, out of remorse and pity, loosened the rope, which became a cobweb while Arachne herself changed into a spider. 

· Respect your elders...
It is said that spiders have been on planet Earth for about 500 million years, and scorpions for about 400 million years. 

· Hairy for a reason...
The different kinds of hairs found on spiders' bodies are used as sensory organs, and enable spiders to feel, hear and taste. 

· Chemical receptors for taste and smell...
Spiders have small chemical receptors on the upper side of their front legs and pedipalps, that enable them not only to taste and smell, but also react to changes in humidity and temperature. 

· Are spiders dangerous?
Of all the different spider species in South Africa, only THREE species are known to be harmful to people. Worldwide only 0.01% can be considered dangerous! 

· Clever sexual habits...
Some males wait for the female to start feeding on her prey, while other tie her down with silk before starting the act of mating! 

· Longevity...
Most spiders live for only one year, while some baboon spiders can reach ages of up to 25 years. Generally males do not live as long as females, because they have no role to play after mating! 

· Survival is the name of the game...
Spiders have the ability to lower their metabolism in order to survive long periods without food or water and to adapt to adverse climatic conditions. 

Some Silky Facts... 
· Bridge builders have been known to study spider webs because of the webs' remarkable ability to absorb tension. 

· Black widow silk was at one time used in military gun sights because of its strength and uniform thickness. 

· Spiders are the only creatures that can produce silk essentially from the time they emerge from the egg sac until the day they die. 

· It has been theorized that a spider web with strands the thickness of a pencil could stop a 747 in flight. 

· Scientists are researching spider silk as a possible replacement for Kevlar, the material used in bulletproof vests. 

· Spider silk is the strongest natural fiber known.   It's exuded as a liquid and hardens when the spider pulls it, thus aligning the molecular structure.  It will stretch up to 1/3 of its original length without breaking. 

· The average person will encounter some 50 different kinds of spiders in their lifetime.  Of those, only about a dozen are capable of piercing the skin with their fangs. 

The Destruction of Potokwane Camp.
Compliment
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Your 2006 committee members.


Email: 
	" 

lindys1@worldonline.co.za



	

	TREASURER:

MARK VIJOEN
Home: 011 678 4131

Fax: 086 621 6925

Cell: 082 773 8855

Email: mark@jvms.co.za

	SPECIAL PROJECTS BORAKALALO:

JOHN BENNETT

Home: 011 615 3340

	SECRETARY:

Brigitte Schrauwen
Cell: 082 854 5069
Fax : 011 408 3165

Work : 011 408 3997

Email: brigitte.schrauwen@liberty.co.za

	SEDIBA EDITOR & WEBSITE
CUAN DE VRIES
Fax: 086 5162147
Cell: 082 551 5768

Email: mailto:cuan.devries@fusionis.co.za


	PUBLIC RELATIONS:

ROS MARSH

Fax: 011 672 0451

Work: 011 672 6681


	


Membership Application Form

	Surname:________________________________________
	Title:   MR / MRS / MISS / DR / OTHER ________________

	First name & Spouse’s name: ___________________________________________________________________________

	Children’s name & Age: ________________________________________________________________________________

	Membership No: (if Appl) ____________________________
	Occupation: ______________________________________

	Postal Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________



	Home Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Telephone (Home): _________________________________
	Cellular: _________________________________________

	Business: ________________________________________
	Fax: ____________________________________________

	Do you wish to join workparties:     YES / NO
	Are you inetrested in Bushveld Mosaic:      YES / NO


Membership Fess:   Single = R110
Family = R140 (FOPS Subs year = August – July)

Please send this form together with your payment to FRIENDS OF PILANSBERG, PO BOX 70723, Bryanston, 2021. Or deposit directly into our bank account at: Nedbank, Randpark Ridge, Branch Code 15-14-05, Acc No: 1514-22-1241. Proof of deposit must be faxed to our secretary at the number above.

For more information, visit our website at www.fops.org.za
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