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March 2007
Even Tourists can help…
This is a letter received by one of our FOPS members which was passed onto me to publish. Makes nice reading…

	today I met Trisca and Alexander Hattingh, and they mentioned someone had put out the fires at the Ratlhogo waterhole Hide, I told them I had put the fires out using a Simba Chips Bag with water from the washbasin. I also had to break away some of the burning fence to extinguish it. The fence was burning in several places on both sides, but the main one was really bad. This was about 4.30pm Monday. Some other people told me that they had seen the place on fire and had called park headquarters to send someone out, but I don't think they did because I was there for an hour and no one else showed up. Anyway, thank you all for putting up these places and making Pilansberg a pleasure to visit.

Sargon John Isaac

San Jose, California

I have more pics of the fires, but my internet connection is so slow, uploading them could take forever, I'm in Centurion, till this Saturday then I'm driving to George, then back here April 5th, then leave for San Jose California April 8th.
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Antarctica – Part 2
. 
John Bennett

It is believed that the continent is actually two land masses separated by a narrow sea channel.  The covering ice cap gives the continent an appearance of one land mass.  During summer, it is the 5th largest continent but during winter, when the sea freezes over, it doubles in size and becomes the 3rd largest continent.  The ice cap is, on average, 2 to 3 kilometers thick.  
Many, many millions of years ago, there were large forested areas on Antarctica and this was possible because it was connected to South America by a thin land ridge and the cold sea current swirling around the continent surged along this ridge and then traveled up the South American coast.  This tidal action drew warm water from the tropics, enabling trees to thrive pretty much as they do in the upper reaches of the Northern Hemisphere now.
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However, the Antarctica region is geologically very active and millions of years ago, this continent connecting ridge sank beneath the waves and the cold water instead of flowing away from Antarctica, began to circle the continent, isolating it from the tropical warmth and as a result, it has turned into a huge freezer.

The mean winter temperature in the interior ranges from -40ºC to -70ºC and during summer it swoops up to -15ºC to -32ºC.  At the coast, the winter temperature ranges from -15ºC to -32ºC and in summer it ranges from +5ºC to -5ºC.  The winter winds flowing down off the icepack can, in certain areas, reach speeds of up to 320k’h.  Oddly enough, these winds are gravity generated and also they rapidly disappear as soon as they reach the sea.  The interior of the continent receives less than 10cm of snow per annum while some of the coastal areas get about 30cm.  Antarctica has no permanent land mammals and just a few insects manage to survive the harsh conditions.  Lichens and mosses grow in some areas and there is also one grass and two flowering plants and that’s about it for the vegetation.

The Professor Molchanov

You can do Antarctica anyway you please.  Nobody owns the place and if a canoe, raft or rowing boat is your daft scene, go right ahead.  Just don’t expect to be rescued if you run into trouble because you won’t be.

Perhaps the most adventurous trip available at the moment is small yachting it and virtually all of these (for reasons unknown) leave from France.  So get yourself there, sign on as a learner crew member and if you survive, you’ll have something to yammer on about for many many years.

We ended up on the Professor Molchanov.  Built in Finland 20 years ago and used as a Polar Research Vessel by the Russians for about 10 years.  It was then converted for passenger use.  It has 29 above deck cabins housing 48 passengers and I was lucky.  My daughter Savannah is only 10 and the minimum age for the trip is 12.  The condition for her participation was that she had to share a cabin with me.  What was just another cabin for me became a wonderous magic place when I saw it thru’ her eyes.

There were 32 staff and crew members.  Looking after us was a geologist, a naturalist, a birding man and a historian.  They were to give short illustrated lectures every evening going over what we had experienced during the day and discuss what we could expect to see the next day.  Healthwise, we were cared for by a doctor (very pretty) and our food needs were taken care of by a 5 star chef, a Hollander, who emigrated to Argentina after spending many years living and cooking in Southern Africa, – his fare was a bit too highbrow for a pleb like me but everybody else seemed to relish the food.  Our fellow travelers were a real United Nations lot, Americans, Australians, various Europeans, one lady from Hong Kong and one other South African.  What a great bunch of people we shared our time with.  Two schmocks – and they were just ignored.

Pilanesberg Work parties
Hi Folks, 
Well it looks like we are back to normal, and up to date with the Sadiba issues. The March work party started a bit early, with a couple of guys going up and doing some running repairs to Potakwane. The top priority was the road, which was looking a bit shabby, but now looks like the N1. Then the store room got a bit of a clean up. Well done to, Errol, Bob, Danie and Neville. The rain still won’t come, so it was frightfully hot while working. Ok on to the Workparty we had a few splinter groups running around the park. The 1st group did all the hides checking for maintenance and put up a new poster at Malatse. Another group went and cleared up the rocks at Boselle boom. Then there was the reconstruction (I nearly wrote erection) of the windsock pole at the helipad, down at the main office block. Wait i'm not finished yet, then there was a group who went around clearing direction cairns, which have become overgrown. Penultimately a group went down Dithabanbeng drive and did bush clearing, along the side of the road, because in certain areas the bush was almost blocking the road. This drive is about 12km long and we managed about 2.5km, so still a long walk to the end. Lastly the Iron Age site. The site inside is looking good, and I think we are winning the war of the grasses. The parking area is coming along in leaps and bounds. All the upright poles and the horizontal poles are up, and 3 sections have got the droppers erected, so it is looking good. I must just mention that the generator got a dose of 2 stroke oil instead of petrol ( yes they did get a fine) but they got it going eventually and got on with the job. It must be looking great because the Parks management are fairly impressed. Everybody must have been really tired because only 4 people that I know of managed to watch the lunar eclipse. Well done guys. Well you have almost a 6 week break to recover until the next W/P. That’s it from me until next time. 
Regards Paddy. 
a cHANCE TO MEET jANE gOODALL
A chance to meet Dr Jane Goodall 

Great news for all of us at JGI is that Dr Jane Goodall is paying us a flying visit between her meeting with Kofi Annan, Secretary-General of the United Nations, and her trip to Tanzania in May.  

She will visit our newest refugees at JGI Chimpanzee Eden, the food garden at Magudu Primary School and our new feeding scheme (more about that in our next newsletter.) 
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	There will also be opportunities for you to meet her.  The first is at an exclusive fundraising dinner for 12 couples at the Sanctuary on May 29. The dinner costs R3000 per couple. This includes dinner with Jane, accommodation, breakfast and a tour of the sanctuary.  Umhloti Lodge has very kindly donated the accommodation, and is providing all meals at cost price.  


All profits go directly towards the rescue and care of orphaned chimpanzees in Africa.  Please contact Marcus at 013 745 7406, or email info@janegoodall.co.za, as soon as possible if you are interested - places are limited.

Jane will also talk about the bush meat crisis, and the need for chimpanzee sanctuaries, at the Gordon Institute of Business Science (GIBS), Johannesburg, on June 1.  This will be a breakfast talk.   For more information on this, please diarise to visit www.gibs.co.za, or email tlhapanel@gibs.co.za, closer to the time.

Some people get up to other things at FOPS…
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At the  February workparty, Paddy received a very distressed phone call from one of our regular workparty goers, Peter & Zika Bennett. They asked for some help because they had had a “slight” accident and the car just needed “a bit” of a shove!
Emphasis on the word “SHOVE”!

I decided to jump into the car with Paddy and 2 other guys. Apparently they were on Tilodi Loop. When we turned the corner, this is what we found:

thanks to Zika and peter for letting us use their photos!
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in the ditch – the front view
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View from inside of the car
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Back on the road again
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And the team that was involved in the dastly job


Next work parties

The next two work parties at Pilanesberg will be on the 2 - 4 March and on the 13 – 15 April 07, if any member would like to join Paddy and his workgroup, please feel free to contact him at home Tel: (011) 793 4867 or on his cell 082-4954339.

At Borakalalo and Kgaswane the next two work parties will also be on the 2 – 4 March and the 30 March – 1 April 07. Contact John at home Tel: (011) 615 3340 if you would like to attend these work parties.

Tents and Rules
These are the rules concerning the F.O.P.S. tents at Manyane. Please do not take them lightly. 
The tents are for paid up MEMBERS only,ie Husband and wife and their minors. Under 18 years old. 
F.O.P.S.  membership numbers required when booking.
Each tent has 2 beds and a third mattress for KIDS. 
Electricity is available on site. 
No tents or ANY other camping accommodation is to be erected on the F.O.P.S. camp site. 
Please ensure you leave tents clean and tidy and report any problems to Paddy 082 459 4339. 
Take note this camp site is for special use only, and is not to be used without prior authorisation from the committee.
Anyone not adhering to these rules will have their membership terminated forthwith. 
The reason for these drastic measures is because, certain members have been abusing this privilege, and it has been questioned both by Golden Leopard Resorts, and by Parks Board. 
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Please remember that bedding is NOT supplied at the tents and you need to bring your own sheets and bedding. Winter can get pretty chilly! The tents only contain 2 beds with mattresses on and a single mattress for the floor.

Issued by the F.O.P.S. Committee.
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To all you FOPs members, take a break, rent a tent and enjoy a wonderful bush experience, at an affordable price – R120.00 per night. Book now!!  The tents are allocated in Manyane camp. 

Please remember to leave the tents as you would like to find them. Please remember that any FOPS member that has booked these tents will be held liable for anything that has gone missing on their weekend. It is up to the FOPS member to control his/her visitors and make sure that they leave the tents in a decent state for the next visitors to enjoy.
Phone Lindy Coombe Heath at 011 793-4867 or 082 890-0534 to make your reservations.
The Wild Dog… (Compliments Jeff Newman)
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Introduction
It is called “The African Wild Dog”, “Cape Hunting Dog” or “Painted Wolf”, three names, one accurate, one historic and the latter, romantic.

Much has been written and documented on this elusive mammal, although diurnal/crepuscular by nature, its scarceness, coupled with the vast size of their home ranges, combine to make a sighting of the Wild Dog, a very special and rare occasion.

From the beginning of European occupation in Africa, the Wild Dog has been vilified and persecuted to such an extent, that it is believed that there are only 

2500 - 3000, remaining in the wild.

Much of the “bad press”, the Wild Dog gets, is as a result of its much misunderstood method of killing its prey.

The HUNT

A Wild Dog hunt starts generally with a “wake-up yelp”, made, not by the Alpha male as is commonly thought, but by the hungriest of the dogs, possibly, a dog that did not fare too well at the last kill, i.e. a sub adult or juvenile. Once the pack awakens, the activity level increases, and a series of excited yelps and a bout of playing follows, this is believed to strengthen the pack bonds.

Just as an athlete warms up to avoid injury, so too, does the pack, the hunt starts as a gentle trot, only when properly warmed up, will they pursue their prey, in fact, until the Wild Dogs are ready, they will often ignore any prey encountered.

A few minutes later, the pack shifts up a gear, and a few more minutes will see the dogs ready for the hunt proper, now, any prey, normally impala, but anything up to the size of a buffalo, will be pursued. The dogs fan out and the chase begins, fanning out being a method employed to counter any change in direction made by the prey, also resulting in any dog finding itself leading the hunt.. 

Wild dogs are extremely successful hunters, with a kill rate of 1 in 3, a higher success rate than that of the Big Cats.

The prey is pursued at a steady relentless pace, to the point of exhaustion, this can take several kilometers in open savannah, however, generally over a shorter distance, in broken woodland, which is the preferred hunting habitat of the wild dog.

One single aspect of the hunt has generated a bad image and that is the Wild Dog process of dispatching prey. 

The process of eating their prey alive, deserves to be looked at more closely.

The Wild Dogs will bite their prey in an attempt to disembowel and expose the vital organs, heart, lungs and liver, thus, resulting in the animal bleeding to death. Gruesome, one would think, however, modern studies suggest that prey automatically release  chemicals called endomorphins, which act as a painkiller, it is also believed that the Wild Dogs method of killing is quicker and more efficient, that the smothering method used by the big cats.

This is an argument which I am sure will be discussed for a long time around many a camp fire. 
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Disembowment





15 minutes after the kill
Future of the Wild Dog

Many people become pessimistic when reading reports of the dwindling numbers in the Wild, however, pure numbers is not the only criteria. Please consider the following 2 points:

1. Available space in which to accommodate the dogs is a more important factor. The new trend of constructing cross border conservations areas, or the so called “Peace Parks”, will be the Wild Dogs salvation.

2. For a number of years there has been a project initiated by the EWT’s Carnivore Conservation Group – this entails the setting up of “Meta-Populations”, small but numerous groups of Wild Dogs spread across Southern Africa, geographically remote from each other, but often genetically related.

The purpose of setting up these “Meta-populations” is to monitor each individual Dog’s genetics, to prevent in-breeding. To this end, many translocations take place year round.

Indeed, our own pack in Pilanesberg, is an important part of this plan and is monitored by the EWT Carnivore Conservation Group.

As with all conservation projects, one must take off the rose tinted glasses and look at the hard cold facts. 

Any reintroduction project, costs Big Money!

Ensuring the survival of the African Wild Dog is going to prove very costly for a number of reasons:

1. Land acquired for conservation will have maintenance costs involved

2. Conservation areas will have to be re stocked with prey.

3. The Wild Dogs will have to be tracked via telemetry either radio or satellite.
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Wild Dogs eat a lot, an average pack consuming an average of 1 impala daily, at a cost of R900, thus consuming prey to the value of R328 500 annually.

The old adage of “If it don’t pay-it don’t stay” has to be adopted, therefore, we have to make the Wild Dog more popular to the general public, getting into a position where the visitors demand or expect any reasonably sized Park to have Wild Dogs.

One would hope that at some time in the near future, visitors to our Park will ask the question, “Do you have Wild Dogs and Cheetah”, Cheetah being one of the Big Cats which tends to be forgotten, as opposed to looking only for the “BIG FIVE”.

When this happens, the Wild Dogs existence will be justified and may be seen as “Paying to Stay”, however, to ensure that the number of prey remain strong, predator groups will have to be closely monitored.

Wild Dog Mortality

In 1995 the total Wild Dog population in the Kruger was estimated to be 370, decreasing by 40.54%, to 220 in the year 2000.

The following mortality stats were compiled for the Kruger Park for the 5 year period 1995 – 2000.

Predation and natural causes = 43%

	Lion
	16

	Disease
	11

	Wild dog (Infighting)
	7

	Accident
	7

	Unknown
	5

	Hyena
	1

	Total
	47


Human Related cause of Death = 57%

	Road Kill
	24

	Shooting (outside of park)
	15

	Poisoning (outside of park)
	12

	Snares
	10

	Unknown
	1

	Total
	62


From the above tables, it is clear how any re-introduction should take place; already if you distance humans and lions from the Wild dogs they will have more than a fighting chance of survival.

You can also help by joining an organization that actively supports Wild Dog projects, such as the Endangered Wildlife Trust.

Should you wish to learn more about this amazing animal, may I suggest the following literature?
Innocent Killers (Hugo Van Lawick)

Running Wild (John McNutt and Lesley Boggs

Welcome to these new members!

Myra Botes 

Jill Price

Diane Leppan

Mark and Caroline Hughes and family

Henk Welthage and family

Andre Opperman and family. 

Martin and Margaret Fick

Roy Lewer

Shanel & Simon Oliver

Andre & Sunja Opperman

Henk & Mariette Welthagen

Joe & Pat Fyfer

Florence Keller

Johann & Edna Viljoen

Paul Hloben

Memberships

Dear members, please remember that FOPS annual fees are due before the end of July for the next year of 2007/2008. This just serves as a reminder that if you pay your fees between May & July this year, they will be valid for the 2007/2008 year as well. The membership fees have not increased and will remain at R110 per single member and R140 per family.
Please bear in mind that any kids over the age of 18 need to be on their own membership and will need to pay the R110 membership fee each.

Thank you for your co-operation!
Your 2006 committee members.


Email: 
	" 

lindys1@worldonline.co.za



	

	TREASURER:

MARK VIJOEN
Home: 011 678 4131

Fax: 086 621 6925

Cell: 082 773 8855

Email: jvmark@cybertrade.co.za

	SPECIAL PROJECTS BORAKALALO:

JOHN BENNETT

Home: 011 615 3340

	SECRETARY:

Brigitte Schrauwen
Cell: 082 854 5069
Email: brigitte.schrauwen@liberty.co.za

	SEDIBA EDITOR & WEBSITE
CUAN DE VRIES
Fax: 086 5162147
Cell: 082 551 5768

Email: mailto:cuan.devries@fusionis.co.za


	PUBLIC RELATIONS:

ROS MARSH

Fax: 011 672 0451

Work: 011 672 6681


	


Membership Application Form

	Surname:________________________________________
	Title:   MR / MRS / MISS / DR / OTHER ________________

	First name & Spouse’s name: ___________________________________________________________________________

	Children’s name & Age: ________________________________________________________________________________

	Membership No: (if Appl) ____________________________
	Occupation: ______________________________________

	Postal Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________



	Home Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Telephone (Home): _________________________________
	Cellular: _________________________________________

	Business: ________________________________________
	Fax: ____________________________________________

	Do you wish to join workparties:     YES / NO
	Are you inetrested in Bushveld Mosaic:      YES / NO


Membership Fess:   Single = R110
Family = R140 (FOPS Subs year = August – July)

Please send this form together with your payment to FRIENDS OF PILANSBERG, PO BOX 70723, Bryanston, 2021. Or deposit directly into our bank account at: Nedbank, Randpark Ridge, Branch Code 15-14-05, Acc No: 1514-22-1241. Proof of deposit must be faxed to our secretary at the number above.

For more information, visit our website at www.fops.org.za
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