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February  2008
Borakolalo  Birding
This large game reserve is close to Gauteng and has a wide variety of bushveld, woodland and water birds. Besides the big game (Hippo, Rhino & Buffalo) over 300 bird species have been recorded. Storks, Herons, Eagles, Kingfishers, Shrikes and Cuckoos (summer) are well represented. The reserve features the large Klipvoor Dam, the Moreleta River below and the scenic Mogoshane hills which form broken terrain, small kloofs and habitat for several rock loving species. Woodland habitats include acacia thornveld, riverine woodland and broadleaved savannah, including an area of fine tall Burkea Woodland.

As a "big game" reserve, walking is restricted to designated areas. Nevertherless, there are a number of areas where you can bird on foot, and the two hides can be excellent. Best areas are the Tholo Loop, picnic and camping areas and the Audi Loop which follows the dam shoreline. In summer it is possible to record well over 100 birds a day

BIRDS
Specials not easily seen elswhere this close to Pretoria include Purple Roller, Grey-Hooded Kingfisher, Marabou Stork, Fantailed Flycatcher, Meyer's Parrot, and Redbilled Oxpecker. Short-toed Rock Thrush is regular in winter and the river below the dam wall is a well known spot for African Finfoot and occassionally, White-backed Night Heron. Black Stork, Dwarf Bittern. Lesser Moorhen and rarities such as Honey Buzzard (summer) are also possible. Raptors are well represented and Martial, Brown Snake, Wahlberg's (summer) and African Hawk Eagle are all present, as are Gymnogene and Pale Chanting Goshawk. .

BIRDING
THOLO LOOP (description starts from Moretela Camp, going westwards and then returns along southern leg of loop)

Early on, the drive passes between the base of low hills and the river. Listen here for the screech of Meyers Parrot where there are broadleafed trees on the hillsides. On the way into Ga Dinonyane hide look for Whitebrowed Sparrow Weaver, Burchell's Glossy Starling, Blue Waxbill and Redbilled Firefinch. In summer a range of waders visit the area and Black Stork, Painted Snipe and Dwarf Bittern are possible from the hides. At dusk and dawn Double-banded Sandgrouse arrive in numbers, particularly during dry periods.

The road then crosses the watercourse below the dam - passing through some dry acacia thornveld. This is a good area for Crimsonbreasted Shrike, Pied Babbler, Pied Barbet, Titbabbler and Burnt'necked Eremomela.

At the extreme western end of the drive, the road enters a fine stand of tall woodland. Look here for Purple Roller, Bennet's Woodpecker, Woodland Kingfisher (summer) and Redbilled Buffalo Weaver. Stop at the Picnic spot here and look out for Greyhooded Kingfisher (summer). Yellowthroated Sparrow, Southern Black Tit, White Helmet Shrike and Black Flycatcher are also common in this area. After leaving the Picnic Spot the road passes a more open area on the left where Lilac-breasted Roller, Burchell's Glossy Starling and Rufousnaped Lark are present.

SOUTHERN DRIVES AND SEFUDI DAM
The southernmost Audi Drive follows the edge of the dam and is a good place to see a range of waterbirds. Look for a range of herons, cormorants and where the reeds break up - waders can be seen. The lakeside road passes through patches of thicker bush where Cape Penduline Tit, Titbabbler and Burntnecked Eremomela can be found. The road should be followed to the Mutumuga Loop which reaches the uppermost reaches of the dam. This higher area is usually good for waterbirds including Yellowbilled Stork and Goliath Heron. Sefudi dam and hide in the far south-eastern corner lies amidst mixed acacia savannah, When dry, the hide is good for Blue, Violet-eared and Black-cheeked Waxbill as well as Paradise and Shafttailed Whydah. This part of the park is good for Vultures, Redcrested Korhaan and Pale Chanting Goshawk.

PHUDUPHUDU CAMP lies in an area of good broadleaved woodland where Pallid Flycatcher, Bennets Woodpecker and in open areas, Coqui Francolin and Bushveld Pipit can be found. Other woodland species common in the area include Yellow-fronted Tinker Barbet, Redbilled Hornbill and Black Cuckoo Shrike.

PITJANE CAMPSITE is used by fishermen, but is a good spot to stop and walk around. On the way stop at the bridge over the Moreleta - a possible spot for Finfoot, Greenbacked Heron and Blackcrowned Night Heron. Between the bridge over the river and the campsite look for Doublebanded Sandgrouse, Marico Flycatcher and in winter: Short-toed Rock Thrush. The campsite lies in a belt of Acacia Woodland and is a good spot for Melba Finch, Kalahari and White-browed scrub robin, Barred Warbler. Titbabbler and Great Sparrow. In summer Icterine Warbler call from the bigger acacias and out on the Dam you should see Great Crested Grebe, Whitewinged Tern and Whitebreasted Cormorant.

THE RIVER WALK starting at MORELETA CAMP passes through tall acacia woodland. Moreleta Camp itself is amidst acacia and acacia thickets and patches of bare ground near the camp are a good place for Blackcheeked Waxbill and Redbilled Firefinch. On the way down to the start of the walk, listen for Fantailed Flycatcher and Lesser Honeyguide. Look for Redheaded Weaver , Meyer's Parrot, Striped and African Cuckoo (summer) and Little Sparrowhawk. The thickets along the rivers edge are home to White-throated Robin, Greybacked Bleating Warbler and Brownhooded Kingfisher. On the river there is a good chance of seeing Giant Kingfisher, African Finfoot and African Black Duck

PICNIC AREA AND HILLSIDES
The main picnic area near the Dam Wall is a good spot for a waxbills, pipits and woodpeckers. In and around the picinic site and adjacent hills look for Short-toed Rock Thrush (winter), Familar Chat and Groundscaper Thrush.

INFORMATION
Borakolalo is about 120 km from Pretoria. Take the N4 West towards Rustenburg, and follow the signs to Brits via the Silkaatsnek pass. Entering Brits from the east, take the turnoff in the middle of town which is signposted to Borakalalo National Park. Follow this until the turn-off to Lethlabile. Turn and follow the road turning again at the next Lethlabile sign. Continue until you get to Jericho, then turn right at the T-junction and then first left towards Legonyane. Continue for 23 km until you reach Borakalalo. After a further 7 km turn left again - here signposted to the park. The park is a further 7 km on.

Accomodation is available in two furnished tented safari camps, and booking should be made in advance, particularly on weekends. You can also camp at Pitjane - popular among fishermen, or alongside the Moretele River

. 
Pilanesberg Work parties
December 2007
Hi Folks, 
           Believe it or not, it has arrived, with a speed, I am talking about Christmas, and with it, the Christmas party, that  everybody has been waiting for. But first a little about the work party. As can be imagined there were a lot of people there, 50 to be exact. This was good, as we had plenty to do. As has been the custom for the last 2 yrs, the Iron Age Site was on the agenda, and will be for ever. ( Sorry Neville). The grass just never stops growing, so it has to be cut and sprayed. Look on the bright side, its like Lantana, its a job, that will keep us busy indefinately. The next project was Rathlogo, where again the grass was taking over, so we cut, dug and sprayed. To make it pretty for the Christmas rush. Then there was a couple of loose planks on the benches at Batlhako Hide , so these were fixed. Then Makorwane hide parking area. This project, erecting a fence the same as Mankwe and Rathlogo is really going to enhance the area. At first I thought it was going to take a long time, but the way the guys worked ( Like Trojans) it wont be that long after all. Already the place is taking shape. Then the party. Dont forget the party. We left a few ladies in camp to ready the camp for Saturday evening. We were having Impala Potjie, and roast Impala haunch done on the open fire, this among other meats, like beef and chicken. This is time consuming, especially in the rain. But Africa is not for sissies, and everything turned out rosy. The first guests arrived at about 18.30 and the party was on. Thank you to Mike and Stella Crowther, Jan Sikwane and Khaya Nontununu from the N.W.P.T.B. for joining us. The evening was a great success, even with a little bit of a drizzle thrown in. From what I tasted and heard from the guys, the food was amazing. Well done the Chefs, Great job. The aftermath the next morning went very quickly, with everybody putting in a bit of work to clean up. Well there is not much more to tell you other than, have a wonderfull festive season and a successfull new year. Look forward to seeing you in January 2008. 
 

Regards,
Paddy. 
---------------------------------------------

January 2008
Hi Folks, 
            First and foremost I would like to wish you all a healthy, and prosperouse new year. Now on to the Work party. There seem to be a few people who just cant stay away from Potokwane, like 36 of them. For January this is a pretty good turnout. I thought that the weather was going to chase a lot of guys away. but I only had 3 cancelations. As it turned out the weather really played the game, it stopped raining on Friday, and we had a good Friday night and Saturday night braai, around the fire. The weather was great for working on Saturday morning, but the grass was too wet to do any spraying, at the Iron Age Site or at Potokwane camp. So this meant that the guys had to dig the grass out, (Maybe a better plan in the end). Good news, the Iron Age Site seems to be getting quite popular, with the tourists.The other projects were the clearing of the direction cairns and the "G" sites. The one team went down Dithabaneng drive , and the other went down Tswene drive. Then a small party went looking for The dreaded "lurgi" Lantana, and found more than they bargained for. After doing 57 plants we called it a day, but good news, for some, there is still plenty to go round. Our new project, Makorwane parking area. The guys finished erecting the last few upright poles, and then got stuck into putting up the horizontal poles. Again these guys really worked up a storm, and finished the one side of the car park fence. Then I witnessed the ladies doing their bit. Gardening. The area will look like the Botanical Gardens when they are finished. Thats about it from me, just some useless information, Potokwane had 82 mm of rain from the Dec W/P to the Jan W/P . That means from January 16th 2007 until January 11th 2008 we have had 602.5 mm of rain, which is above average. 
Well until next month, Ok bye. 
Regards, 
Paddy. 
Driving to Pilansberg..Some history
GEOLOGY
Onderstepoort lies north of the Magaliesberg range, which consist of quartzites [quartzites derive from sandstone which has been heated]. North of the Magaliesberg lies one of the geological wonders of the world, known as the Bushveld complex, a truly remarkable body of igneous rocks which produces more than half of the world's platinum, chrome and vanadium. The Bushveld Complex covers an area 450km x 350km. The hummocky hills you will see west and north of Onderstepoort are part of the Bushveld Complex and are built of gabbro [course grained igneous rock]2, 3 

As you drive to Pilanesberg you will see much evidence of platinum mining. The shares of platinum mining companies are the highest priced on the Johannesburg Stock Exchange! 

Pilanesberg is best known as an excellent game reserve which contains the Big Five but geologically it also represents the root zone of a 1200 million year old volcano which intruded through the rocks of the Bushveld complex. Erosion has stripped off most of the lava but a circular cluster of hills remain above the plain of the surrounding Bushveld. This circular cluster is all that remains of the crater.2 

The soils in Pilanesberg and the area surrounding the original crater contain toxic levels of fluoride and have very low cobalt levels but the game animals appear to have adapted. However, cattle in the surrounding areas suffer from fluorosis. 

NATURAL VEGETATION
Due to urbanization and industrial development limited areas of the original tropical bush and savannah [known as Bushveld] will be seen around Onderstepoort itself, but considerable bushveld will be seen on the drive to Pilanesberg and in Pilanesberg itself. As the eastern half of South Africa gets its rain in summer, most veld [natural pasture] you will see during your visit [except on the coast] will be dry and brown. Note the large candelabra like trees you will see on your way to Pilanesberg. These are Euphorbia spp. They contain an irritant, latex. 

FARMING
Extensive commercial livestock farms and game ranchers will be seen initially, however, closer to Pilanesberg communal land where ownership of the land rests in the tribe and subsistence farming is practiced will be seen. The communal land can be likened to Reservations in the USA. 

HISTORY
Onderstepoort Veterinary Research Institute was opened in September 1908. Arnold Theiler, a Swiss veterinarian, who had immigrated to South Africa in 1891 was the first director. 

Theiler had been involved in the production of a smallpox vaccine, and the investigation of major disease outbreaks such as Rinderpest, horse sickness, redwater, East Coast Fever, lamsiekte [botulism] and numerous other diseases. Many of the abovementioned diseases caused devastating outbreaks, for example Rinderpest killed 5.25 million cattle and innumerable wildlife south of the Zambezi River in the Great Pandemic of 1897 - 1899. Theiler and others developed a technique to control Rinderpest in cattle with simultaneous but separate inoculations of immune serum and infectious virus.5 

Onderstepoort initially had three functions, namely veterinary research, vaccine production and training of veterinary students. It became a world renowned institute and was a world leader in these three fields. In later years it was divided into three separate entities [faculty, research and vaccine factory] to provide these three functions separately. 

The faculty trains world-class veterinarians and veterinary nurses.

Next work parties

The next two work parties at Pilanesberg will be on the 1 - 3 February and on the 7 – 9 March 08, if any member would like to join Paddy and his workgroup, please feel free to contact him at home Tel: (011) 793 4867 or on his cell 082-4954339.

The next two work parties at Bora will be on the 1 - 3 February and on the 29 February – 2 March 08, if any member would like to join John Bennet and his workgroup, please feel free to contact him 011 6153340

Tents and Rules
These are the rules concerning the F.O.P.S. tents at Manyane. Please do not take them lightly. 
The tents are for paid up MEMBERS only,ie Husband and wife and their minors. Under 18 years old. 
F.O.P.S.  membership numbers required when booking.
Each tent has 2 beds and a third mattress for KIDS. 
Electricity is available on site. 
No tents or ANY other camping accommodation is to be erected on the F.O.P.S. camp site. 
Please ensure you leave tents clean and tidy and report any problems to Paddy 082 459 4339. 
Take note this camp site is for special use only, and is not to be used without prior authorisation from the committee.
Anyone not adhering to these rules will have their membership terminated forthwith. 
The reason for these drastic measures is because, certain members have been abusing this privilege, and it has been questioned both by Golden Leopard Resorts, and by Parks Board. 
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Please remember that bedding is NOT supplied at the tents and you need to bring your own sheets and bedding. Winter can get pretty chilly! The tents only contain 2 beds with mattresses on and a single mattress for the floor.

Issued by the F.O.P.S. Committee.
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To all you FOPs members, take a break, rent a tent and enjoy a wonderful bush experience, at an affordable price – R120.00 per night. Book now!!  The tents are allocated in Manyane camp. 

Please remember to leave the tents as you would like to find them. Please remember that any FOPS member that has booked these tents will be held liable for anything that has gone missing on their weekend. It is up to the FOPS member to control his/her visitors and make sure that they leave the tents in a decent state for the next visitors to enjoy.
Phone Lindy Coombe Heath at 011 793-4867 or 082 890-0534 to make your reservations.
The Flightless Dung Beetle
Easy to spot

You will see these large black beetles on the road as you drive through the park. They are especially easy to see after rain.

What are they doing?

The flightless dung beetles eat both elephant and buffalo dung. They are very quick to find fresh dung and either eat it at the spot where it dropped or roll it into a ball and bury it to eat later.

Dung beetles are very  important

*  They help recycle vegetation by redistributing it and speeding up the decomposition of dung, returning valuable nutrients to the soil.

*  The adults, larvae and pupae provide food for small carnivores like the  mongooses, meerkat and bat - eared fox.

Culture

We humans could learn a thing or two from the dung beetles. Living in a throw - away culture, we are destroying habits by taking natural resources, then dumping what we made on rubbish tips, taking more natural resources and so on.  We should not be too quick to throw things away, but reuse or recycle, like the dung beetle.

Family life

The female usually chooses the softer buffalo dung for a brood ball and rolls it to the size of a golf ball. She moves it away using her powerful hind legs, while the male follows along behind. 

Sometimes, other dung beetles will try to steal a food or brood ball. When she has found a suitable spot, she buries the ball, with the male on top. They mate under the ground and a single egg is laid within the ball.

The female stays with the ball until the juvenile stage of her young is complete. The larva feeds on the dung ball from the inside and spends 3-4 months as a pupa before it emerges as an immature adult.

Save the dung beetles!

It is not an easy life, being a flightless dung beetle. There may be plenty of dung around, but there are also plenty of cars. Elephants tend to walk along the roads and so dung beetles have to risk life and limb to get their dung. You can help by avoiding driving over dung piles as well as the beetles themselves.

Did you know...?

There are over 1800 species of dung beetle.
A Puffadder Bite.
Since high school I’ve had a very keen interest in snakes. When I first started the hobby of collecting snakes I only kept harmless ones until a year later or so I started collecting the more venomous types such as Adders and Cobras.

It was time to feed the snakes and one particular snake (a Puff Adder) that I had, was never in the greatest of moods when she was hungry.

After feeding the Puff Adder I opened up the terrarium to refill the water-bowl. While putting the water-bowl down I noticed the snake tilting its’ head downward, which meant she was going to strike. As fast as I could I moved my hand away but I was to slow and she manage to bite me on the fingers! 

I quickly went into the living room of the house where my friends were to tell them what had happened. At first they did not believe me, but when I showed them my hand in a flash they were on the phone to get the ambulance.

My automatic reaction was to try suck out as much venom as possible, which is the wrong thing to do as you might have a wound in your mouth where the venom can then enter. When bitten by a venomous snake you are suppose to keep as calm as possible. Yeah right, no matter how hard my friends tried, I could not keep calm as when my hand started swelling it felt like I was dipping it in acid!

A few minutes later the ambulance arrived. They wrapped a bandage around my arm to slow down the venom and a few injections later we were on our way to the hospital.

By the time we got to the hospital my arm looked like a balloon. It’s unbelievable how much your body swells from the snake venom.

Before I went into theatre the doctor said there would be a possibility of amputation, as my fingers had turned black in colour from having no blood circulation. A few hours later after the operation I woke up and was very happy to find all 5 fingers!

The doctor had made two lacerations, one on the top and one on the bottom of my arm, from the hand up to the elbow on both sides. The doctors cut the skin to relive the pressure of the swelling as to allow for proper circulation of the blood.

3 days later they stitched up my arm. 3 weeks after that once my armed had healed properly they then removed the stitches.

I learnt a very valuable lesson the day I got bitten. Don’t play with with snakes

Your 2008 committee members.
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Membership Application Form

	Surname:________________________________________
	Title:   MR / MRS / MISS / DR / OTHER ________________

	First name & Spouse’s name: ___________________________________________________________________________

	Children’s name & Age: ________________________________________________________________________________

	Membership No: (if Appl) ____________________________
	Occupation: ______________________________________

	Postal Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________



	Home Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Telephone (Home): _________________________________
	Cellular: _________________________________________

	Business: ________________________________________
	Fax: ____________________________________________

	Do you wish to join workparties:     YES / NO
	Are you inetrested in Bushveld Mosaic:      YES / NO


Membership Fess:   Single = R110
Family = R140 (FOPS Subs year = August – July)

Please send this form together with your payment to FRIENDS OF PILANSBERG, PO BOX 70723, Bryanston, 2021. Or deposit directly into our bank account at: Nedbank, Randpark Ridge, Branch Code 15-14-05, Acc No: 1514-22-1241. Proof of deposit must be faxed to our secretary at the number above.

For more information, visit our website at www.fops.org.za
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