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African Wildlife Facts
How much does an Elephant weigh? 
 
The average large Elephant bull reaches a weight of 5.5 tons. Some males can be as heavy as 6.5 tons. The females average about 3.5 to 4 tons.
 
How old do Elephant get?
The age will vary from one area to the next. In South Africa  they normally reach 60-65 years. In Kenya & Tanzania about 70-75 years. The world record oldest Elephant reached an age of 86 years.

The reason why there is such an age difference in the different countries is due to the type of vegetation that Elephants are eating. The softer the vegetation is the longer the life span of the animal.

Excluding the tusks, an Elephant has 8 teeth in its’ mouth, 4 molars on the top and 4 on the bottom. They eat on average 18 hours a day so eventually the teeth start cracking and fall out. A new set of teeth will then replace the old set.  An Elephant goes through 6 sets of teeth in a lifetime and at the age of about 47 years the last set will push through. Once the last set of teeth have fallen out Elephant starts rubbing the vegetation between its’ gums to try break it down. The condition of the animal deteriorates as it can’t chew its’ food properly to get enough nutrition and eventually dies. 
 
The Elephants in Kenya & Tanzania feed mainly on grass, which is their favourite food. The grass is soft on the teeth, so the Elephants last set of teeth last quite a long time.
The elephants in South Africa also prefer grass but in the winter period when there less grass to eat they then start feeding more on leaves, roots and the bark of trees. This vegetation is a lot harder on the teeth so the last set of teeth don’t last as long as the Elephants in Kenya/Tanzania.
 
How much do Elephant eat in a day?
 A large Elephant bull will eat as much a 200 kg of food a day. Only 40% of that is digested as they have a very weak digestive system. They will eat on average 18 hours a day.


How many muscles in an Elephants Trunk?
No one knows for 100% how many muscles there are. I have heard two figures, one of 40 0000 and another of 140 000 muscles. With so many muscles so close together it makes it difficult to count. What might look like 1 muscle could be a small group of muscles.
So the correct answer would be “the elephant has thousands of muscles in the trunk”.
African Lion Facts 

How much does a Lion weigh?  

The average adult female weighs 160 kg. A really large female will reach 200 kg.  The average adult male weighs 230kg, with really large males reaching 280kg.  The heaviest recorded wild Lion in South Africa, was a man-eating Lion that was shot just south of the Kruger National Park, he weighed 313kg. The heaviest living Lion today, if he is still alive, is one that lives in a Canadian zoo weighing at 366kg.  The World Record is 375kg!

How old do Lion get?
The females 20 years and the males 16 years. The oldest African Lion that I’ve heard of was a male in a Zoo in Sri Lanka that reached the age of 26 years. Lions living in Zoo’s don’t have the stress of defending their territories against other males and don’t have to hunt for themselves, which could possibly be the reason for living a longer life span.    

How much can a Lion eat?   

A big male lion will very easily eat 20kg of meat! It can eat equivalent to 10% of its own body mass.  Once a Lion has eaten as much as it can, it starts to breath very heavily. With the stomach being so full, it puts pressure on the ribcage, making breathing more difficult. The heavy breathing cools down the Lion and slows its metabolism down. On a full stomach they can go 4 days quit comfortably without having to hunt again.    

How fast can a Lion run? 

From standstill a Lion can reach a speed of close on 80km/h in just 3 seconds! It can run at this speed for 300 - 400 meters.

Giraffe Facts
How much does a Giraffe weigh?  

The males reach about 1400kg and the females about 1200kg. 

How many vertebras in a Giraffes’ neck?  

They have 7-neck vertebra, the same as all other mammals. For an adult each vertebra can be as long a 1 foot in length.

How fast can a Giraffe run?
+- 55km/hour.

How much doest a Giraffe eat in a Day?
A Giraffe will eat between 30 and 40kg of food in a day. Giraffe are browsers taking preference to the Acacia trees. They have very long tongues (46cm), which they use to strip the leaves off between all the thorns on the Acacias. If a thorn is taken in they simply spit it out.

An amazing adaptation that Giraffe has is that they don’t have any blood vessels in their gums, so they won’t bleed when pierced by a thorn. Their tongues do get very rough and damaged by thorns over a period of time, so they are capable of shedding the outer layers of the tongue leaving the Giraffe with a soft and smooth tongue.

The collective name for Giraffe is “a journey of Giraffe.” The reason for this name is that they will not stay in the same area to long to feed of the same trees. If a Giraffe feeds on the same Acacia tree for too long a period, the tree then starts to defend itself by increasing the levels of tannin in the leaves. The increase of tannin makes the leaves taste very bitter and dry, then forcing the Giraffe to move on. The acacia at the same time releases chemicals into the air, which is carried by the wind to other Acacias as a signal to raise their tannin levels. 

With whole area being tannin infested the Giraffe then moves to a totally different area, often feeding upwind to feed off trees that have a lower tannin level.  

. 
Pilanesberg Work parties
October 2007
An amazingly successfull weekend! As was forseen there was a big turnout, mainly because of the opening of the Iron Age Site. I do appologise to all of you who wanted to come but there is a limit to how many people Potakwane can accomodate. Never the less we had a good work party and a grand opening as well. We got on with all the projects like bush clearing on Thutlwa, a couple of "G" sites down on Tshepe drive, cleaning up Fisheagle picnic spot and finished of the workshop. I must admit the workshop looks great, now that it is painted inside and out. Then on to the Iron Age Site. Neville and the guys came up trumps, with the last little finishing touches, like the signage, and the last little bit of clearing, erecting the Gazebo and making the entrance look good. Well done. Then all the guys went up to the site all dressed up to the nines, and still did some last minute preperations of food and drinks, tables and table cloths etc. By the time the guests started arriving everything was in place and ready. At 3 '0' Clock we started with a couple of short speaches, then Peter Leitner the park manager cut the ribbon, and then Francois Coetzee took all the guests and whoever else wanted to go, on the first official tour of the Iron age Site. After that there was cheese and wine, with a bit of beer thrown in, and a good time was had by all. Mother nature also came to the party and we had a beautifull sunny afternoon. She then helped out a little later, with the water shortage in the park, and dumped an average of 45mm on us. Needless to say that was the end of the party for most of us. Driving around the next day was amazing, a lot of the dams were allmost full, Makorwane was actually overflowing. So as I said a very successfull weekend all round. Well thats it from me till next time. 
Regards
Paddy.

---------------------------------------------

November 2007
Hi Folks,
           Another full house with 46 people attending. Good gracious. The camp was a little crowded, but we managed to cope. The squatter camp definately looked the part, hopefully there will be some pictures in the SADIBA. A couple of us went up early to do a recce of a couple of sites where we are looking at doing some work in the future. Our first stop was the Iron Age Site, and as we crested the hill poor Neville nearly had a heart attack. There, where a couple of weeks earlier there was bare ground, was now a lush green carpet of grasses. So Neville went from wanting about 10 people to 22 people. So as you have probably gathered that was the 1st project for the weekend. Then with Mike Crowther in the lead, of we went to Dithabaneng Dam to do another recce.He wanted us to open an area from the parking area through to the dam, so that if you park there you can actually see the dam not just bush. That was another project. Then a pet project of Joan and Brigittes is Boselle gate which needs to be weeded from time to time so that it looks nice. Then another pet project, the dreaded "LURGI" Lantana. I took a couple of people who were getting serious withdrawal symtoms, yes believe it or not there are a couple of them, and headed out to do battle. To my surprise we found a goodly amout of plants that needed doing. Then our new project Makorwane hide parking area. This has been a bug bear for quite some time now, as not only is it potentially dangerous but it is not really in keeping, looks wise, with the other hides. So Jeff and Chalkie, who had already been and measured up, and costed the project, went up with a number of guys and cleared the fence line and the new area which will be incorporated into the parking area. This is a fairly big operation and should keep us busy for a few months to come. What we are going to do is remove the split poles and replace them with round poles like Rathlogo and Iron Age Site. Work in earnest will start at the december W/P. Till next time, OK bye. 
Regards, Paddy.
Charged by 3 of the Big 5 in 7 minutes!

This story may sound bizarre or even difficult to believe. Believe it or not but it is VERY TRUE.
One of the duties as a game ranger in most lodges is to knock on the guests’ room doors to wake them up for the early morning game drive. Normally you don’t come across any dangerous animals when doing the wake-up but every once in a while you’ll come across an un-welcomed visitor, especially if there is no electric fence around the lodge.
It was summer time and we were waking the guests up at 05:00. At that time of the morning you still needed to walk with a torch (flash-light), as it was still a bit dark.

The rangers use to take turns to do the wake-ups and it was Mike’s turn this time.
Mike had woken up two of the rooms already and was on his way to wake up the rest of the lodge. He was still half asleep himself, but not for long as when approached the main lodge building a huge Elephant bull came charging out towards him! Mike shouted out at the Elephant. Fortunately it stopped charging and then turned around and walked out of the Lodge.
The last two rooms at the lodge were always an adventure to walk too as you had to cross over a small bridge through some thick vegetation to get to them.

Just as Mike was about to walk onto the bridge a Leopard came charging out at him! Mike started shouting again, loud enough to chase the Leopard off. At this stage Mike was very much awake. 
Eventually he managed to knock on the last guests’ door. The guests were awake already and when they heard the knock they quickly opened up and told Mike that they had seen a Lioness outside their room just minutes earlier. Mike then told them that it must have been a Leopard as he had just seen one.
The guests closed the door and as Mike started walking off, a Lioness came charging out straight towards him! She stopped about 10 meters in front of him. She just stood there growling at him and then suddenly out of the dark came the Leopard. The Leopard stopped about 7 meters to Mikes’ right side also growling as well. 

Fortunately Mike had a weapon, he then pointed it at the Lioness, started shouting and ran straight towards her. Luckily that was enough to chase both the Lioness and the Leopard away.
Later that morning, after game drive the guests told me about their adventure that morning with the Lioness and the Leopard. 
At about 04:30 they heard the sound of an Impala (antelope) outside their room. It sounded like something was killing it. The husband then got up to look through the window to see what was happening. It was the Leopard and it had just killed the Impala. With all the noise that the Impala had made it had attracted the interest of the Lioness. The Lioness came sprinting in and chased the Leopard off the now dead Impala. 
The Lioness then saw the guest staring through the window at her, and with that she then charged at him, stopping right outside the window! She then turned around and went back to the Impala to start feasting.   
Yip. Another day in Africa.   

Stupid Questions asked on a bush walks and drives!

All the questions below are 100% true even if you don’t believe so. These are questions that some of the Kruger rangers have been asked before on game drives and on bush-walks.

1) Do Giraffe hunt in packs?

2) Do Rhino’s have nests in trees?

3) Do Rhino eat meat?

4) How many eggs do Hippo lay?

5) Is that mother a female?

6) Do you find animals on the left-hand side of the road?

7) Why are Elephants big?

8) Why does the Buffalo have a light-grey colour around its’   rectum?

9) Do you think we will see a Tiger today?

10) What is that!? Answer: Its’ the Elephants’ penis.

Man Eating Lions

Why do some Lions become man-eaters?

It has been said that once a Lion eats a person they will often try hunting people again as they then like the taste of human flesh.

This is not the case. A lion does not have many taste preferences, as they will eat just about any meat, especially when they’re hungry. They will even eat rotting meat filled with maggots. A few weeks ago we had a pride of lion eating a large male giraffe, it took them 7 days to finish it. By the 6th day the giraffe meat had tuned into soup it was so rotten, yet the lions kept eating.

The Lions that are most likely to become man-eaters are often old, injured or very ill and are struggling to hunt, so they start looking for alternative prey that might be easier to catch. In some cases a Lion might feel threatened by a person that walks to close to them, and in defence it attacks and kills, possibly turning it into a meal.

Once a Lion has killed a human it may then realize how easy it is to kill us. We are slow and very weak compared to most of the animals that they normally hunt. We are easy prey. In many cases like this, Lions may try hunt humans again, so sadly they must be destroyed to prevent it from happening again. 

The Worlds 10 deadliest snakes by ranking..

1) Inland Taipan - (Fierce Snake) Distribution: Australia.
2) King Brown Snake (Mulga) - Distribution: Australia.
3) Coastal Taipan - Distribution: Australia.
4) Eastern or Mainland Tiger Snake - Distribution Australia.
5) Sea Kraits - Distribution:Pacific Ocean, Indian Ocean and the South China Sea.
6) Tiger Snake - Distribution: Australia.
7) Black Tiger Snake - Distribution: Australia.
8) Saw-Scaled Viper - Distribution: North-Eastern Region of Africa and the South and Eastern regions of Asia.
9) Desert Death Adder - Distribution: Australia.
10) Western Brown Snake - Distribution: Australia.

The Black Mamba of Africa is ranked at no.42.  
Collective Names for animals…

Lion - A pride of Lion

Leopard - A leap of Leopard

Elephant - A herd of Elephant

Rhino - A crash of Rhino

Buffalo - A herd of Buffalo

Hippo - A raft of Hippo

Giraffe - A journey of Giraffe

Zebra - A dazzle of Zebra

Crocodile - A bask of Crocodile

Hyena - A clan of Hyena

Porcupine - A prickle of Porcupine

Baboon - A troop of Baboons

SANPARKS new online booking facility…

It is with great excitement that today, on the website’s birthday, SANParks launches its online, real-time booking system. Earlier this month at World Travel Market (WTM), in London, Minister of Environmental Affairs and Tourism, Mr Marthinus van Schalkwyk, described the launch the SANParks real-time booking system as a move “that will catapult South Africa’s premier conservation agency into a world class tourism agency which has embraced the potential presented by the online environment”. 
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This system enables members of the public (but not yet the commissioned Travel Trade) to complete their entire booking online in a few relatively simple steps. After a once-off registration, clients can browse accommodation availability in various parks and camps, build an itinerary and pay conservation and accommodation fees with their credit cards wherever they are. The reservation is then confirmed through an email. 

“This was the inevitable next step for SANParks to take, to keep us internationally competitive”, said Van Schalkwyk. Over 580 million people worldwide used the internet last year and spent over R15 billion. Buying online and tourism products accounted for a high proportion of that spend.

Not only can a real-time booking system increase business, or access new markets, it also means that SANParks’ established client base have more options to comfortably, confidently and conveniently book a visit to a South African national park. The system will also relieve the pressure on the SANParks call centre by empowering clients to book as and when it suits them.

The system has been designed to accommodate added functionality in the future, but for now SANParks is monitoring user feedback and assessing how the system performs. SANParks traditionally experiences very high volumes of traffic to the website and the reservations system at the beginning of each month when new accommodation becomes available, and during peak time, like school holidays. In order to ensure full integrity, an additional update takes place for about 2 hours every night. This, unfortunately, makes the system to be available 22/7, and not 24/7.

Next work parties

The new 2008 workparty calendar will be published on the website in the middle of January, please feel free to go there and download it for your convenience.

The next two work parties at Pilanesberg will be on the 1 - 3 February and on the 7 – 9 March 08, if any member would like to join Paddy and his workgroup, please feel free to contact him at home Tel: (011) 793 4867 or on his cell 082-4954339.

Tents and Rules
These are the rules concerning the F.O.P.S. tents at Manyane. Please do not take them lightly. 
The tents are for paid up MEMBERS only,ie Husband and wife and their minors. Under 18 years old. 
F.O.P.S.  membership numbers required when booking.
Each tent has 2 beds and a third mattress for KIDS. 
Electricity is available on site. 
No tents or ANY other camping accommodation is to be erected on the F.O.P.S. camp site. 
Please ensure you leave tents clean and tidy and report any problems to Paddy 082 459 4339. 
Take note this camp site is for special use only, and is not to be used without prior authorisation from the committee.
Anyone not adhering to these rules will have their membership terminated forthwith. 
The reason for these drastic measures is because, certain members have been abusing this privilege, and it has been questioned both by Golden Leopard Resorts, and by Parks Board. 
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Please remember that bedding is NOT supplied at the tents and you need to bring your own sheets and bedding. Winter can get pretty chilly! The tents only contain 2 beds with mattresses on and a single mattress for the floor.

Issued by the F.O.P.S. Committee.
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To all you FOPs members, take a break, rent a tent and enjoy a wonderful bush experience, at an affordable price – R120.00 per night. Book now!!  The tents are allocated in Manyane camp. 

Please remember to leave the tents as you would like to find them. Please remember that any FOPS member that has booked these tents will be held liable for anything that has gone missing on their weekend. It is up to the FOPS member to control his/her visitors and make sure that they leave the tents in a decent state for the next visitors to enjoy.
Phone Lindy Coombe Heath at 011 793-4867 or 082 890-0534 to make your reservations.
Comments taken from our website forum

Hi guys & girls!

We've stayed at Manyane quite a number of times during the last 4 years (usually visited the Kruger Park, but luckily discovered Pilanesberg!) and I must say, it was good to see all the FOPS-notice boards all around the park! Also the photo's were very nice to look at and it sure looks like you guys had a lot of fun!

I myself, did a course in Game Ranch Management and my wife in Game Ranging/Field Guiding. Our only child (aged 11) has a passion for wildlife and conservation as well and his knowlodge is astonishing! We would like very much to join you guys!!!

Keep up this voluntary work - like you know, this is for our children!

-------------------------------------------------------

Hi again, everybody!

We would just like to thank everyone who made us feel welcome the past weekend (3 - 5 August 2007). This was our first workparty and it was very enjoyable, in between the broken-down-car.

A BIG thanks to everyone who help us, specially Riaan & Lidia, Dave, Danie van der Linde, Paddy and all the rest who offered helped in some way or the other.

We gladly report that we had a safe drive home with no problems whatsoever. Prayers and faith got us home and we came back with fulfilled hearts - it was very nice to experience such hospitality among people who we've never even met before - we couldn't believe all the interest, concern and help we were offered - we can only say: THANKS A MILLION!!!

Can I please ask the talkative lady who took a photo of my son, to please e-mail it to me, along with a couple of other photos of the weekend as well, I want to brag at work! My email is: avosser@disselgroup.com


We will definately see you guys again, very soon. 

Keep well!

The 3 Vossers!!!

Is it True??

	Know what's a Liger? 
  

It's a cross breed of a Lion male and Tiger female... 
  
 This is a 10 ft Liger who's still growing... 
  
  He looks like something from a prehistoric age or a fantastic creation from Hollywood.  But Hercules is very much living flesh and blood - as he proves every time he opens his gigantic mouth to roar. 
Part lion, part tiger, he is not just a big cat but a huge one, standing 10 ft tall on his back legs. 
Called a liger, in reference to his crossbreed parentage, he is the largest of all the cat species. 
On a typical day he will devour 20 lb of meat, usually beef or chicken, 
  
And is capable of eating 100 lb at a single setting. 
  
At just three years old, Hercules already weighs half a ton. 
He is the accidental result of two enormous big cats living close together at the Institute of Greatly Endangered and Rare Species, in Miami, Florida, and already dwarfs both his parents. 
 "Ligers are not something we planned on having," said institute owner Dr Bhagavan Antle. "We have lions and tigers living together in large enclosures and at first we had no idea how well one of the lion boys was getting along with a tiger girl, then loo and behold we had a liger." 
50 mph runner... Not only that, but he likes to swim, a feat unheard of among water-fearing lions. In the wild it is virtually impossible for lions and tigers to mate. 
  
Not only are they enemies likely to kill one another, but most lions are in Africa and most tigers in Asia. 
  

But incredible though he is, Hercules is not unique. 
Ligers have been bred in captivity, deliberately and accidentally, since shortly before World War II. 
  
Today there are believed to be a handful of ligers around the world and a similar number of tigons, the product of a tiger father and lion mother. Tigons are smaller than ligers and take on more physical 
characteristics of the tiger. 
  
Look at the size of the head on this Liger. 
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On a final note..
Hi Guys, 
I would just like to apologise for  the lack of sediba work from my side since October last year. I will definitely be in full force again from this year onwards with regards the sediba newsletter and keeping the website up to date often enough. I have been a bit out of touch with FOPS for awhile and you know what…I cant tell you how much I miss all your company, laughs, comments and good times that we have had over the 6 years that I have been a member.

I know this is late, but Toni Lyn and myself would like to wish all you guys a successful and prosperous year in 2008 and we really hope that all things good will come your way! I look forward to seeing you at FOPS for more good times around the fire and in the bush.

We wont be seeing you for awhile at workparties as God has graced us with our first bundle of joy in March, but I will definitely be back as soon as possible to ‘Work my ass off!’

Please keep the stories coming in for future sediba issues and please send me your photos for upload to the website for our non-workparty goers to see what we do.

Cheers

Cuan
Your 2008 committee members.


Email: 
	" 

lindys1@worldonline.co.za
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MARK VIJOEN
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	SPECIAL PROJECTS BORAKALALO:

JOHN BENNETT

Home: 011 615 3340

	SECRETARY:

Brigitte Schrauwen
Cell: 082 854 5069
Fax : 011 408 3165

Work : 011 408 3997

Email: brigitte.schrauwen@liberty.co.za

	SEDIBA EDITOR & WEBSITE
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Cell: 082 551 5768
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Detail for Fiona have not been finalized yet

	


Membership Application Form

	Surname:________________________________________
	Title:   MR / MRS / MISS / DR / OTHER ________________

	First name & Spouse’s name: ___________________________________________________________________________

	Children’s name & Age: ________________________________________________________________________________

	Membership No: (if Appl) ____________________________
	Occupation: ______________________________________

	Postal Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________



	Home Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Telephone (Home): _________________________________
	Cellular: _________________________________________

	Business: ________________________________________
	Fax: ____________________________________________

	Do you wish to join workparties:     YES / NO
	Are you inetrested in Bushveld Mosaic:      YES / NO


Membership Fess:   Single = R110
Family = R140 (FOPS Subs year = August – July)

Please send this form together with your payment to FRIENDS OF PILANSBERG, PO BOX 70723, Bryanston, 2021. Or deposit directly into our bank account at: Nedbank, Randpark Ridge, Branch Code 15-14-05, Acc No: 1514-22-1241. Proof of deposit must be faxed to our secretary at the number above.

For more information, visit our website at www.fops.org.za
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