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Committee & Workparty Notes
Current Committee Members:
	Title
	Name
	Contact Numbers
	Email

	Chairman
	Errol Blecksley
	Cell: 082 920 9211


	ebleksley@wol.co.za



	" 

lindys1@worldonline.co.za




	Borakolalo & Kgaswane Projects
	John Bennett
	Home: 011 615 3340
	

	Secretary
	Brigitte Schrauwen
	Cell: 082 854 5069

Fax : 011 408 3165

Work : 011 408 3997


	brigitte.schrauwen@liberty.co.za

	Sediba
	Cuan De Vries
	Cell: 082 551 5768


	cdevries@fusionis.co.za

	Public Relations
	Fiona Chapman
	Cell: 082 756 4735


	

	FOPS Tents
	Lindy Coombe Heath
	Cell : 082 890-0534
	Please do not email

	FOPS website:www.fops.org.za


Workparties
Hi Folks, 

           I somehow get the feeling that some of you guys are turning into fine weather work partiers. If that’s the right way to put it. The reason is last month we had 34 guys and this month 25 guys. I know the Flu has taken its toll, but what about "in sickness and in health, for hotter and colder" ,only kidding. For those who did attend, the weather was great and to have a small W/P now and again is great, for a change. We went out to Ruighoed Dam area and did some Lantana, the guys who come with me were over the moon to be out and cutting the "LURGI" again. I know there are a number of you who cant stand doing Lantana, but there are some who really enjoy it. 

Makorwane was still on the list and a fair amount of fence was completed, Chalkie battled a bit as he was a bit understaffed, but soldiered on bravely with his merry men. 

Then the Iron Age Site, Bob had 5 loyal followers and got a lot of clearing done. By the way we are in the process of getting the new signage done, at last. 

Then a bit of bad news one the coalition lions picked up a snare, nobody is very sure where because of the huge distances they walk. He was eventually darted on Korwe Link. After darting him they took him to the Admin block where a wildlife vet attended to him. Cleaning, sewing, because the snare had cut into his neck to a depth of about 2 1/2 cm. He was a bit of a mess. After giving him antibiotics they released him in the same place. The last I heard, he was doing alright but a lot of the stitches had pulled out. Hopefully he will pull through. This actually mobilised us ,on the request of the park to do a fence, come snare patrol, on the Northern parts of the park. The good news is no snares were found so maybe he picked up the snare on the other side of the park new Kwa-Maritane. We will never know . 

That’s about it from me, see you at the next W/P. 

Regards. 

Paddy.

Next work parties

The next two work parties at Pilanesberg will be on the 4 - 6 July and on the 1 – 3 August 08, if any member would like to join Paddy and his workgroup, please feel free to contact him at home Tel: (011) 793 4867 or on his cell 082-4954339.

The next two work parties at Bora will be on the 18 - 20 July and on the 15 – 17 August 08, if any member would like to join John Bennet and his workgroup, please feel free to contact him 011 6153340

FOPS Website
Please note that as the beginning of July, the new FOPS website will be up and ready to use. A company called “You & Me” have very kindly agreed to re-develop this website for us at no cost. I have not seen the site yet, but I am sure it is going to be a lot more user friendly and easier to navigate. So, A big thank you to those guys at “You & Me!”
Pilansberg Animals Re-buffering (Compliments Fiona Chapman)
Last month, May saw commencement of the buffer re-stock program at Pilanesberg.  Approximately 30 rhino have been relocated, and will be replaced with around 3700 ‘buffer stock’ (i.e. impala, zebra, kudu, and wildebeest).  The restocking will continue until around September 2008.

Fops’ work party members were dispatched during the work party to flatten the exit off the main road onto the dirt track – the Trucks were ‘rocking’ when turning into the track and this could have caused injury to the animals. Fops’ to the rescue by the time the first truck arrive that morning, the turning had been cleared & smoothed out – to the grateful thanks of parks board and truck drivers – Impalas & Kudu too if they had been asked!

Thank you Fops’ work party!

Successfully release that weekend (5th May) were Impala and Kudu, with no fatalities.

The releasing is quite a process – time and labor intensive.  Apart from the initial capture & transportation involved, upon arrival in the park and release ramp, a complete head count is done from the roof of the truck, counting all animals inside truck & trailer.  Then they are ‘dabbed’ with paint so as to be identifiable as the move & relocate and settle in the park. They are dabbed with a harmless paint solution on their rumps.  This is done through the roof of the truck!  Upon release from the truck, they are again counted.

The impala rams during transit have protective covers (hose pipe) fitted to their horns. These are then removed at the release site – not a task for the feint hearted!

The impala and kudu jumped out of the trucks so fast it was obvious they were already reveling in their new home.
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Counting from top of truck
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Painting the animals prior to release
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Counting as released
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On of the trucks (Impalas were in this one)
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One of the first Impala’s out – being counted as they go!
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And Impalas released …
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Impala Ram having protective cover removed from horns – this one was not that happy and tried to leap out before they had been removed and consequently came out backwards.
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There were 8 kudu released over the weekend successfully –
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Huge leap for freedom!




Wild Dogs in Pilansberg (Compliments Fiona Chapman)
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The wild dogs are currently being housed in the Boma and have had new females introduced to the pack.  Unfortunately during the introduction, one female was killed. However, the remaining 7 (4 males, 3 females) are well and shall remain in the boma until the restocking program has been completed.  They will be released back into the park towards the end of the year.

Wild dogs eating Impala in Boma
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Wild dogs at play in Boma

May Workparty (Compliments Fiona Chapman)
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Work on the Makorwane hide car park is progressing well; with only 15 panels to be replaced in the fence & the car park area cleared the transformation is almost complete.  Well done Jeff, Chalky and the rest of the guys!
Common Grasses…Will you be able to spot them now?
	Curly Leaf Grass
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	Latin Name : Eragrostis Rigidior
Uses : It is an average grazing grass with hard and relatively few leaves. It is an important grazing grass in arid parts, where it can occur in abundance. Its common occurrence in veld is an indicator of disturbance.
Description : Length up to 1 m. The Broad Curly Leaf is a perennial grass. Dry leaves are open and curled. Inflorescence is a panicle with the lower branches arranged in a whorl. Lower leaf sheaths are papery. It sometimes has tufts of leaves and/or roots on the lower nodes.
Habitat : Curly leaf usually grows in disturbed places such as old cultivated lands and in bare patches in overgrazed and/or eroded veld. It is mostly found in sandy and loam soil. It occurs in southern Africa and East Africa as far as Kenya and Uganda. It mostly occurs in warm regions.
Flowers : October – May



	Common Finger Grass
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	Latin Name : Digitaria Eriantha 
Uses : It is a palatable grass that is regarded as one of the best natural and cultivated pastures (the best known cultivar is Smuts finger grass) in southern Africa. It remains palatable until late in the winter and is often utilised as standing hay. 
Description : Length up to 1.8 m. Tufted perennial with 14 mm leaf blades. An inflorescence with 3 to 15 spikes, in one or two whorls, can be seen at the culm tip. The lower part of the plant is usually hairy. 
Habitat : Common Finger Grass grows in sandy and gravelly soil in the more arid parts and in damp soil such as beside vleis in areas with a high rainfall. Can be found in the Northern Province and the Kruger National Park. 
Flowers : January - April



	Cats Tail
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	Latin Name : Perotis Patens 
Uses : The inflorescence is sometimes used in flower arrangements. Due to the few leaves, it is seldom grazed. It is sometimes a weed in disturbed places, but is easy to control mechanically. 
Description : Length up to 60 cm. Tufted annual with 12 mm leaf blades. Spikelets are small, each with two awns. Leaves are wavy and are blue-green in colour. Inflorescence is an attractive soft, straight spike. This type of grass is unpalatable. 
Habitat : Occurs in disturbed soils, often in dry, exposed sites. It grows mostly in poor, sandy and compacted soil; also in orchards and cultivated lands, and sometimes on stony slopes. Can be found in the Northern Province and the Kruger National Park. 
Flowers : November - April.



	Fine Thatching Grass
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	Latin Name : Hyparrhenia Filipendula
Uses : It offers palatable grazing early in the season, but its palatability decreases as the grass matures. It is slightly more palatable than other thatching grasses (Hyparrhenia species), however. It is a good thatching grass.
Description : Length up to 2 m tall. Fine Thatching Grass is a perennial grass. Utilization of this grass is by all tall-grass feeders. Pairs of raceme has one or two long, thin, brown awns. Racemes are short and are borne in pairs; they are light in colour and is usually taller than surrounding grasses.
Habitat : Fine thatching grass is mostly found in bushveld regions, but also in open grassland. It is found in all types of soil. In areas with a low rainfall it grows in damp places. It is often found on roadsides.
Flowers : November – April



	Guinea Grass
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	Latin Name : Panicum Maximum
Uses : Guinea Grass is probably the most valuable grazing grass in its area of distribution. It is particularly palatable, delivers a high leaf production and usually occurs in abundance in good veld. The spikelets are very popular amongst seed-eating birds.
Description : Tufted perennial with 30 mm leaf blades. Inflorescence is an open panicle. Is highly palatable and favoured by all grazing herbivores. Spikelets are green to purple (purple particularly when the grass grows in direct sun). Remains green until late in winter. It originates in Africa, but today occurs in virtually all tropical parts of the world.
Habitat : All soils and damp places with fertile soil, especially in the shade of a tree, along rivers. It also utilises a variety of other growing conditions.
Flowers : September - March.



	Foxtail Buffalo Grass
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	Latin Name : Cenchrus ciliaris
Uses : It is a good grazing grass with a high leaf production and palatability. The palatability, however, decreases as the plant matures. Foxtail Buffalo Grass is, however, difficult to establish in clay soil, but once established, grows well.
Description : Length up to 1 m. Tufted perennial with 8 mm leaf blades. Inflorescence is a dense cylindrical spike. This type of grass is palatable and is favoured by grazing herbivores. The spikelets are surrounded by many wavy bristles which arise from a short stalk.
Habitat : Foxtail Buffalo Grass grows in dry, warm parts. It grows in all types of soil, but mostly in sandy soil and other well drained soil types. Can be found growing in the Northern Province and the Kruger National Park.
Flowers : August - April.



	Red Grass
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	Latin Name : Themeda Triandra
Uses : Red Grass is resistant to fire, and will increase when veld is burned regularly, if overgrazing does not take place. Red Grass is a good indicator of veld in a healthy condition.
Description : Length up to 1,5 m. A tufted perennial with 8 mm leaf blades. The inflorescence is a false panicle of drooping, V-shaped spikes. The grass is palatable in summer, but turns red and brittle in winter.
Habitat : Red Grass is abundant in undisturbed open grassland and bushveld in parts with an average high rainfall. It is particularly common at an altitude of 1 300 - 3 000 m above sea level. It grows in any type of soil, but mostly in clay soil. Grows in the Northern Province and the Kruger National Park.
Flowers : October - July.



	Spear Grass
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	Latin Name : Heteropogon Contortus
Uses : Spear Grass is only palatable early in the summer, after which it becomes hard and less acceptable for grazing. The awns often penetrate the woolly coats of sheep and decreases the quality of the wool.
Description : Length up to 1 m. Spear Grass is a perennial and quite a fast-growing grass. Utilization is by most grazers. Inflorescence a single green raceme (often hairy) with long, brown, velvety, intertwined awns. Leaf sheaths are compressed and awns curl when dry and tend to cluster together.
Habitat : Grows in well-drained, stony soils and in open areas. The twisted seed-heads are often seen along roadsides. Can be seen growing in the Northern Province and the Kruger National Park.
Flowers : October - March



Motivational?? I think so (Compliments Jurg Luthi)
Ed: I had to change some ‘language’ in this next piece purely for our younger readers, (Those words highlighted in red)

Howzit
I don’t know about you but jislaaik I’m now getting really gatvol of all the bad news. South Africa once again seems to be falling through its own poephol. I think I’m going to puke if I hear any more nonsense about Jacob Zuma, Zimbabwe, Crime, Eskom, the Oil Price, Inflation, Soaring Food Costs, Bafana Bafana or even friggin Paris Hilton. I’ve absolutely had it with all this negativity, doom and gloom! I’m really SAT of it ALL ek se!!! How about you?

I mean it’s not like I want to gooi the ostrich vibe and bury my head in the sand. This nonsense is real and it’s serious and it’s happening all over…but not to me….YET!!! Nevertheless I can’t help but read it, hear about it, see the headlines, hear the rumours…EVERYWHERE. It’s like they are brainwashing me boet. And the worst part of it is that I feel totally and completely HELPLESS. Useless. Disempowered. Castrated (almost.) Frustrated (completely.) I keep getting this heavy ball of anxious dread filling my guts and it feels really KAK! And the worst part of it all is that I am a motivational speaker who needs to stay positive and optimistic.
To top it all off, winter is here so I can’t even feel good about the lekker weather any more!
Peter de Villiers, our new Springbok Rugby Coach, was quoted in a Sunday Times interview published on 4th May as saying: “The local media thrive on negativity. They have nothing good to say about their country. If there is something bad about this country the local media will break a leg to be the first to write about it. They’re a bunch of negative people who live in a world of their own, and are merely there to earn a living and not make SA a better place.”
I agree completely with the ou. I’m think that most of our journalists, reporters and editors are uninspired, negative, disaster focused, sensation seeking, sad sorry scumbags. They find fault in everything and never propose any workable solutions. Many of the ordinary people of South Africa are busy doing wonderful little things every day, but none of it is newsworthy. Here’s the truth: There are roughly 6.6 billion people on planet earth. And according to the World Health Organization, some 56 million deaths occur per year, at the current global average. That works out to about 153 400 per day. That’s right – 153 400 deaths every 24 hours! So it’s not really hard work to find disasters, accidents, catastrophes, murders, muggings and general mayhem to fill the headlines. It’s actually pretty easy.

But during that same 24 hours, about 350 000 babies are born. That’s right, every 24 hours, around 350 000 beautiful, miraculous, perfect, pure, happy, untainted, precious little beings begin their journey on this planet. And what do journalists write about this? Bugger all that’s what! Unless of course a six month old baby is stabbed to death – then we never stop hearing about it!
Every day about 48 million of us get up, take a poo, clean our teeth (hopefully) and get on with our life. And many of us perform little acts of respect, compassion, kindness, service, giving, helping and creating. As Cath Jenkin wrote recently in her blog: “There is noise and joy and emotional honesty in the way we live. When we as a nation are happy, we celebrate. When we are sad, we are sad together. Does anything else really matter? At least we are together in the queue for petrol and/or torches.”
But for our media this is not newsworthy. It’s just life.
So I gave it all a lot of thought. Then I did some more real deep thinking. And guess what - buggerall happened! So I stopped thinking for a while, by learning to meditate. Then I stopped reading most of the newspapers. Then I stopped watching the news on TV and listening to the news in my car. And I stopped listening to people with negative chirps and bad energy. And I stopped focusing on what was going wrong in my life.

Then I started to meditate every morning, after doing some simple yoga stretches and synchronized breathing exercises. And I replaced my morning cup of coffee and cigarette with some herbal tea and a dagga joint. (OK – joking about the joint!) And I re- read the Power of Now and Conversations with God and a Short History of Nearly Everything. And I began to visit an awesome positive website called sagoodnews.co.za. And MAN did I start to feel better. MUCH BETTER. Then I started to watch every sunset possible, ride my bicycle, watch funny video’s on Youtube, work in my garden, walk on the beach – I just started living again BRU! From the inside out! And it finally hit me between the eyes, an epiphany:
You can’t change your thinking in order to improve your behaviour. You need to change your behaviour in order to improve your thinking. It’s taken me many years of searching and many many books, self development courses and personal growth experiences to come to this simple truth.
So if you, like me, are feeling anxious, concerned, depressed or gatvol, why not try changing your behaviour and DOING something differently, from today.
For example:
Greet every SAP policeman you meet with a friendly smile or handshake and thank them for protecting you and your loved ones. Boy do they need some motivation!
Visit www.sagoodnews.co.za. Often.
Read an inspiring book.
Write a poem.
Get into nature (or walk barefoot on your lawn!)
Write down everything you have to be grateful for. Every morning.
Play inspirational music, especially when the news comes on your radio.
Find some way to exercise your body a little more. (Endorphins are lekker!)
Try out one of the 100 available techniques of mediation or relaxation.
Watch the sunrise and/or sunset.
Create a morning ritual to make your day beautiful.
Find out and speak about the good news.
Choose to be happy.
And don’t allow the media to mess  with your mind.
Most importantly, seek out and speak your own truth and live a whole life.
You deserve it.
And in doing so, you will change your life and make a massive difference to this special place we call home.

PS: To all the media people out there - I’m all for a free press. Really. I’m just sick and tired of your continued obsessive focus with everything negative. When are you going to realize that you are not merely reporting on what is happening – you are CAUSING some of it by your actions. Yes – YOU! You are helping to perpetuate a dangerous cycle of violence and destruction. I accept that bad news sells, but soon there will be nobody left here to buy it! Please cheer up and get a life or head off and go find another job. Serious. I’ve had it with your sensationalism and scandal. Enough already. Start doing your job and working a little bit harder to creatively seek out and give some headline space to the good stuff going down in SA. Trust me, it’s there!
(Pheeew it feels good to have got that off my chest!!!)
I wish you an awesome day. Choose to make it that way!

Tents and Rules
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These are the rules concerning the F.O.P.S. tents at Manyane. Please do not take them lightly. 

The tents are for paid up MEMBERS only, ie Husband and wife and their minors. Under 18 years old. 

F.O.P.S.  membership numbers required when booking.

Each tent has 2 beds and a third mattress for KIDS and Electricity is available on site. 

No tents or ANY other camping accommodation is to be erected on the F.O.P.S. camp site. 

Please ensure you leave tents clean and tidy and report any problems to Paddy 082 459 4339. 

Take note this camp site is for special use only, and is not to be used without prior authorisation from the committee.

Anyone not adhering to these rules will have their membership terminated forthwith. 

The reason for these drastic measures is because, certain members have been abusing this privilege, and it has been questioned both by Golden Leopard Resorts, and by Parks Board. 

Please remember that bedding is NOT supplied at the tents and you need to bring your own sheets and bedding. Winter can get pretty chilly! The tents only contain 2 beds with mattresses on and a single mattress for the floor.

Issued by the F.O.P.S. Committee.

To all you FOPs members, take a break, rent a tent and enjoy a wonderful bush experience, at an affordable price – R120.00 per night. Book now!!  The tents are allocated in Manyane camp. Please remember to leave the tents as you would like to find them. Please remember that any FOPS member that has booked these tents will be held liable for anything that has gone missing on their weekend. It is up to the FOPS member to control his/her visitors and make sure that they leave the tents in a decent state for the next visitors to enjoy. Phone Lindy Coombe Heath at 011 793-4867 or 082 890-0534 to make your reservations
FOPS – Sediba Newsletter July 2008
Page 8

