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Friends of the Pilansberg, PO Box 70723, Bryanston , 2021 

www.fops .org.za, Phone: 079 5174475, Fax No: 011 4083165 

SEDIBA NEWSLETTER 

Hey guys,  
 
Well, it was good seeing some of you at the AGM last  
month and it was good to see that there were no 
complaints or  gr ipes. 
Everyone is happy with FOPS! 
Please note that there is an attachment to this sediba –
a thank you note from Parks board regarding the good  
work and fire fighting at Pilansberg not too long ago. 
 
Guys, if you have any questions or  require info and  
need to contact Brigitte, please do not contact her  on 
her personal cell phone but rather  use the FOPS cell 
phone number  which is 079 5174475. This is the main 
reason why we have this phone and it should be used  
for  all enquir ies. 
 
We are a few away from having 300 paying members to 
date. This is the highest  amount of paid up members 
that FOPS has ever  had…Hey we obviously doing 
something right ☺ 
If you have not paid your membership…..ooohhh but  
you are running very late! Please do so asap! 
 
If you are running short of cash and cannot get to 
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workparties because of the cost  of fuel, please contact  
Paddy..as he has offered to pay for  everyone’s fuel 
dr iving up to the parks..Yeah Right!  
 
Please note the bit on the last page regarding FOPS 
tents bookings. 
 
Hope you all have a good month, we wi ll chat again 
soon.  
 
 
Ciao for  now 
Cuan 

No ve m be r 2 0 08

Friends Of The Pilansberg 

Title Name Contact numbers Emai l 
Chairman Errol Blecks ley  Cell: 082 9209211 chairman@fops.org.za 
Pilansberg Projects Paddy Coombe Heath Home: 011 7934867 

Fax: 011 7934867 
Cell: 082 4594339 

pberg@fops.org.za 
 

Borakolalo & 
Kgaswane projects 

John Bennett Home: 011 6153340 bora@fops.org.za 
 

Secretary Brigitte Schrauwen Cell: 082 8545069 
Fax: 011 408 3165 
Work: 011 4083997 

secretary@fops.org.za 
 
 

Sediba Cuan De V ries Cell: 082 5515768 
Fax: 086 5419484 

sediba@fops.org.za 
 

Public Relations Fiona Chapman Cell: 082 7564735 pr@fops.org.za 
Finance Mark V iljoen Cell: 0827738855 finance@fops.org.za 
FOPS Tents Lindy Coombe Heath Cell: 082 8900534  

 

Next Workparty Dates: 
Pilansberg: 

5 – 7 December 2008 
Bora/Kgaswane: 

5 – 7 December 2008 
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Antarctica Part 9 
In front of the main bui lding sits the only husky s ledge 
that I’ve ever  seen in the flesh.   For  decades Huskies 
were used as workhorses in Antarctica but they are now 
unacceptable and by convention have all been removed.  
The workhorses are now motor ized vehicles.  Horses were 
tr ied once and they proved so useless that they ended up 
on the huski es menu.  The explorer  Scott – bless him, 
once took a car  with him.  That didn’t last at all.  It was 
so cold that he couldn’t ever  get it started! 
 
Port Lockroy’s tourist shop really deals with above 
average merchandise and my lovely wife lost  control.  
Pointing out whi le she stuffed one thing after  another  
into shopping bags that this was only one Pound and that 
was only three Pounds etc etc.  Wow you should have 
seen the loss of control when we were home and she 
received the final Port Lockroy Bill charged to her  credit 
card – this was now in Rands, another story completely.  
 

 
 
 
 
                                Por t Lockroy 
 
Behind the bui lding is a small well maintained cemetery.  
There are 4 crosses that come with the following tale.  
Dur ing the II Wor ld War, some GI’s were based at Port 
Lockroy and late one night after  a heavy bout at the bar, 
4 decided to have a swim.  The water  was so cold that 
after  a couple of minutes their  muscles started to freeze 
and they all sank like stones.  When the sun came up next  
morning, they were easily  found; bodies in swim mode 
lying on the sand below the shallow crystal c lear  water . 
 

Whistlers 
 

This is a real weird tale this one.   I kept hear ing 
somebody whist ling but  never caught sight  of the whist ler  
and just assumed that it was a crew member.  Never 
recognized the tune and it was always just a short jumble 
of notes and then si lence.  
 
On one of the desks in an office at Port Lockroy, there 
was an old Earth g lobe that had a black wire connected to 

a position somewhere in the States and this wire did a 
huge half circle way out into space before curving back 
to be fixed back on the g lobe somewhere in Antarctica.  
And next to this globe was a piece of paper  carrying the 
following information.  Whenever  lightning str ikes in a 
certain area in America, one of the by-products of the 
str ike curves way out into space and following the lines 
of the Earth’s magnetic field, makes contact again in 
Antarctica.  This contact creates a whist ling effect.  My 
immediate reaction was – this is a leg pull supremio and  
anybody else from our crowd who read the note agreed  
“A conjob, no doubt”.  
 
But at the end of our  tr ip when we were flying back to B.  
Ar ies, I was seated next to an elder ly Pom. We quickly  
established that he was also on his wway home from 
Antarctica.  He was one of the scientists that were so 
rudely yanked out of Port Lockroy.  He worked at his  
profession, based in the UK, for  decades and had retired 
when he received his call-up papers again.  If he was fit 
enough, would he p lease go back to Antarctica and finish 
off his inter rupted research.  His doctor  said he was fit  
and so he went back for  a two year stint.  Had loved  
every minute of it and he was now going home for  good.  
He was 72.  
 
I asked him about the globe with the wire.  Not only did 
h assure me that the whist ler  information pamphlet was 
correct – that how’s this for  a coincidence – he was the 
very fir st scientifically  trained person to hear  the 
whist ler s and he and a crowed of like-trained men 
studied the phenomenon and worked out all the detai ls.   
Apparently the allies, dur ing WW2 tr ied to use the noise 
as a radio signal to car ry top secret military info’.  The 
idea was f easible and it worked after a fashion but  the 
results were too er ratic and the idea was dropped. 
 
When we left Port Lockroy, we sailed through a channel 
called Lemaire.  It’s about seven mores long and the 
scenery is absolutely spectacular  and in the tourist 
industry it is regarded as most probably the most  
photographed spot in Antarctica and therefore has 
picked up three nicknames:  Kokak Canal, Fuji Funnel 
and Agfa Alley. 
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Pilansberg  Workparties 

Workparty  18 October 
  
The work party weekend was spent  comp leting the signposts which were bui lt some months ago, plaster ing the 
walls and decorating them with stones. - The actual signage will be placed soon.  
Everyone got involved, both young and old.  One comment from one of  the younger  generation--- " This is called a 
'work-party' we do the work, but when do we get the party' "..... 
The weather  was very, very warm, but the youngsters managed to keep cool in the afternoon having a water  fight 
with homemade water   (pistols) - bottles with a hole made into the caps. 
The park is very dry.  A very light shower  on Fr iday and Saturday nights merely sett led the dust, so we hope for 
some good rains in the area soon.  
 

Bora Workparties Update by Vee Jackman  

September  2008 Report 
 
Hi Folks,  
          Spring has sprung, but no rain yet. The weather  for  the W/P was 
beautiful. We had a bit of a wind storm on Saturday night but other  than 
that it was hot and a bit dusty. Again we had a good turnout with a total of 
41 people working on Sat, and we had 5 non residents. We had a coup le of 
newies but only 1 family became members, welcome to Richard and Lucy 
Rundell, hope to see you guys next  time. We chr istened the new braai area, 
and I think it worked very well. We had a number  of projects on the go, the 
fir st being Makorwane parking area. This project is almost complete with 
just the cosmetic stuff to do next W/P. We were also requested to make 
what is left of the walkway safe, so that one can still have a view even 
though the hide is no longer  there. So big Eberhaart and his  team tackled 
that, and I must say it looks good and is now safe for  the pub lic. Then the 
Iron Age Site once again clear ing and spraying. But whi le we can, we started 
opening up more Kraals. More Kraals means more maintenance, hey Nevi lle? 
Then we had 2 teams doing "G" site and direction cairns. The one team went 
down towards Kwa Mar itane whi le the other  team went down Dithabaneng 
and back along Tshwene, on route they did some maintenance work on 
Rathlogo parking area. Then lastly  a team went and did Lantana. We started 
of along T lou dr ive and then went along T hut lwa, then a coup le of guys went  
back to assist at Makorwane. All i n all a good time was had by all.  
That’s about it, until next time, go well.  

Current Pberg 
Projects: 
 
1. Makorwane Hide 

parking Area 
2. Lantana – Ongoing 

around the park 
3. Iron Age Site – 

Ongoing weed 
removal & signage 

4. G-Sites – Mostly in 
summer where 
grass/weed cover 

the signs 
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October  2008 Report 
 
Hi Folks,  
           I apologise that I was not able to be at the W/P, but my son got marr ied, which I’m sure you agree takes 
top pr iority. But I left you i n capable hands, namely Er rol and Nevi lle. Thanks you guys. There were 27 people wi th 
2 non residents. I am told you guys had Saturday off, playing with fire. Only kidding. I have been down that road 
and it is very energy sapping, and not very nice. But I believe a good time was had by most. For  those of  you that 
were not there, a fire, started by lightning, started on the hi ll near  Metswedi camp. The fire was almost contained 
on Wednesday evening, but the wind came up and it started off again. I have been told it was frightening at its 
peak. Unfortunately a lot of area has been burnt, even with the fire breaks. For  those of  you that were there well 
done, and you can’t say it was not very different. That’s it from me, see you next time.  
Regards,  
Paddy. 
 

 

Who’s Legs?? 
 
This taken by 
Eberhard & Ingr id 
Oelmann at a 
P’berg 
workparty! 
 
Answer  in Dec 
Sediba! 

 

Kgaswane Updates by Kevin Lesser 

Special Workparty – Borakalalo – September 
2008 
 
We quickly put together a workparty to sor t out 
one of the roads in the wi lderness area. This 
road will be used by the Bushveld Mosaic crew 
for  their wilderness weekend and parts of that 
road were inaccessible to some vehicles. 
Patr ick, one of our  previous guests joined me 
to get this r oad sor ted out. 
With the help of a park tractor and a scrapper 
we found at the back of the workshop area we 
managed to make a plan in getting some 
mechanical help to go with our  spades and 
pangas. 
 
Having the scrapper  was a real blessing and we 
managed to get all the work done by 12:30. 
The road now looks much better  and the 
middle-man has been tamed. 
 

 

 




