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June 2008 
The Bustards…
The bustards are a group of large and distinctive birds. The smaller species of bustards are called korhaans in South Africa. This name derives from the Dutch word for European grouse, which are gamebirds related to francolins and quite different from bustards! 

Bustards have long necks and legs, and fairly short, straight beaks. One of the characteristic features of bustards is that they have three toes and lack the fourth hind toe found in most other birds. They are thus unable to perch in trees and spend most of their lives walking on the ground. Although they take to the wing relatively infrequently, they are strong fliers when aloft and many species migrate over long distances to find good foraging areas. 

The largest species of bustards are among the heaviest flying birds in the world. Africa's kori bustard can weigh up to a staggering 19 kg and the Eurasian great bustard has even been alleged to reach 24 kg. These weights are at the maximum physical limits for powered flight in birds. Bustards typically inhabit the open vistas of vast flat plains, often in rather dry habitats. Because they usually live in semi-arid regions, they lack a preen gland present in the majority of birds, as they have little need for waterproof plumage. 

The Kori, Stanley's and Ludwig's bustards are the three largest members of the family found in South Africa. 
  

Usually secretive, sometimes spectacular 

Perhaps the most striking thing about bustards is their plumage. Females and non-breeding males are very cryptically coloured, especially on their upper parts, and blend in well with their surroundings. This conceals them from potential predators. But during the breeding season, the males of many species, especially the larger bustards, boast spectacular display plumes, especially on the breast and neck. These feathers are fluffed out in a startling fashion, making them visible to females several kilometres away. Male bustards also use eye-catching display flights, far-carrying vocalizations, and even wing-flicking and foot-stamping sounds to attract females. 

The males of most species play no part in rearing the young, leaving this entirely to the females. This freedom from parental care is why the males have such gaudy plumage and devote so much time to displaying, as they spend the breeding season trying to attract as many females as possible for mating. Female bustards are usually markedly smaller than males, particularly in the larger species. The staple diet of bustards appears to be vegetable matter. They will, however, regularly take insect food, especially when insect outbreaks occur, such as locusts and Karoo caterpillars, and when breeding. When not breeding, many bustards, especially the bigger bustards, form small flocks to search for food. 

The eight small bustards (korhaans) of southern Africa fall into two interesting groups. The white bellied, blue, Karoo, and Ruppell's korhaans live in open country, have pale underparts, lack any aerial displays and live year-round in small family parties. This is the closest any bustards come to having a true "family-life". The red-crested, black-bellied, and northern and southern black korhaans live in woodland areas, show black underparts, have striking aerial displays, and live solitary lives. 
  

African roots 

There are 25 species of bustards in the world, restricted to the Old World (Africa, Eurasia and Australia). Africa, especially southern Africa, has the greatest diversity of bustards with 21 species occurring on the continent. Within Africa, no less than 11 species occur in southern Africa and seven of these are endemic (restricted) to southern Africa. Ten of these are found in South Africa and three are endemic, or largely endemic, to South Africa (blue, Karoo, and southern black korhaans). Therefore there is no more important a country in the world for the conservation of bustards than South Africa. 
  

Bustards on the brink 

Like many large birds that require extensive tracts of natural habitat to survive, several bustards have decreased alarmingly around the world in the face of human activities. Indeed, four species are considered to be globally threatened with extinction in the fairly short-term. These are the great bustard and the three bustard species that occur on the Indian sub-continent (great Indian bustard, and the lesser and Bengal floricans). Here in South Africa, four species are considered threatened and are included on the new Red Data bird list: Kori bustard, Stanley's bustard and Ludwig's bustard, as well as white-bellied korhaan. In addition, the blue korhaan and black-bellied korhaan are thought to be "near-threatened". So, no less than six of the ten species found in South Africa are considered to be of conservation concern. This is particularly worrying when seen in the light of South Africa's status as a stronghold for bustards worldwide. 
  

A myriad threats

As large and plump birds, bustards have always been subject to shooting for the pot and were once widely regarded as gamebirds. However, they typically occur at much lower population densities, and rear much fewer young, than do traditional gamebirds such as guineafowls, francolins, and ducks. This makes it impossible for them to withstand and bounce back from hunting pressure; therefore all bustard species are now protected from hunting by law in South Africa. 

The major threats to bustards come from habitat loss and alteration as a result of intensive crop-farming, commercial afforestation and dense human settlement. Fortunately, in the case of crop-farming, some bustards can tolerate, and even benefit from, such forms of agriculture. In parts of the Western Cape, for example, Stanley's bustards and Karoo korhaans are quite common in the mosaic of cereal croplands and planted sheep pastures found there. Blue korhaans in the grassland regions will also regularly forage in crop fields. Commercial afforestation and dense human settlement, however, inevitably result in the retreat of bustard populations. These problems are particularly acute in the grassland regions and Stanley's bustard and white-bellied korhaans have been especially hard-hit in these areas. 

A recent and growing threat to the three largest species comes from overhead power lines and telephone lines. Kori, Stanley's, and Ludwig's bustards are relatively unmaneuverable in flight and often collide with these lines. This problem is currently under investigation by Eskom, South Africa's national electricity supplier, but there is no easy solution to this dilemma. Large bustards can also easily become entangled in barbed-wire fences when they try to crawl under, or hop over, these obstacles, and are sometimes caught in snares set by poachers. 
A major difficulty in the conservation of bustards is that most species occur at such low densities and move over such large distances that few nature reserves are large enough to protect viable populations. The conservation challenge is to effectively secure a long-term future for these fascinating and vulnerable birds in the landscapes simultaneously being exploited by humans. One research project investigating the presence of bustards on farmlands is the Coordinated Avifaunal Road counts project of the Avian Demography Unit at the University of Cape Town, which is using amateur bird-watchers to count and monitor bustard numbers in agricultural areas throughout South Africa. 

Pilanesberg Work parties
May 08

Hi Folks, 
           What with all the long weekends and school holidays, I was not expecting a full house for the W/P. I was right but you guys still surprised me. We had 34 people of which 2 were non residents, who came just to work. Needless to say, the camp felt empty, especially on Sat morning when I went around to wake everybody up, there was almost an echo when I said good morning. Anyway on to the projects. For the lucky few that went out and helped the Parks board make an entrance off Tswene Drive, opposite Hippo Loop, for the game trucks coming in. For those of you who are not aware, the park is bringing in a whole lot of new animals to restock Pberg. The main species are Impala, Kudu, Wildebeest and Zebra. This will be happening until sept at least. Then there were 3 teams that went out and cleaned around as many directions cairns as we could. This was very successful and we did, I think about 15 cairns. Makorwane was still on the list, and not only is the fence looking good, but the parking area itself is looking stunning. Lastly the Iron Age Site, thank goodness winter is here, so we can play catch up on the grass. I know a lot of you have had your fill of the Iron Age Site, but it is a job that has to be done. We started it and we have to see it through. The best part it that it is being used by tourists to Pberg, so our hard labour was not in vein.  Maybe we will ask for volunteers in future, it can be fun. The park management have started with a burning program in the park, and this is coming along well. With the bit of rain they had earlier this month (2nd long weekend 26mm) The green grass is already coming through and the game are loving it. Thats about it until next time, but dont let the winter chill keep you at home, see you next W/P. 
Regards, 
Paddy.
ANTARCTICA PART 7 by John Bennett
JAMIE’S TALES
If you are lucky enough to be chosen from an extremely long applicant list to work at the British Research Station (BAS) on South Georgia, your tour of duty, regardless of position, is two years and then you have to clear out and go home by whatever means you can manage.   A young guy called Jamie bummed a lift from South Georgia to Ushuia on the Molchanov.  We enjoyed his company immensely.  He was very knowledgeable in all matters relating to Antarctica and his delivery was always humorous.  These two little gems from him might amuse some of Sediba’s readers.

The Brits and Argies have been arguing for decades over ownership of all of the islands in Antarctica.  The Argies – “They are all right on our doorstep” – which is true!  The Brits – “We discovered and named nearly all of them” – also true!

And so the rumble goes on, now and again flaring up into a punch up, all of which (so far) the British have managed to win.  But there is a background thing taking place as well.

The Argies have a whole series of plaques that proudly claim sovereignty over every piece of real estate situated both above and to the west of Antarctica.  A military detachment will secretly land on an island and these plaques will be erected on pedestals.  Sooner or later (perhaps weeks, perhaps months – maybe even years) British Military Personnel will find the plaques, they will end up on the first military plane back to the UK where the Diplomatic Corps will demand an explanation from the Argie Ambassador.  He will do an appropriate dance of feigned humility, take the plaques when he leaves the grilling room and promptly dispatch the offending signs back to Argentina on the first available flight.   They will be returned to the Argies armed forces and a short while later will be sneakily erected on some other British claimed possession in Antarctica.

And here’s a heartwarming tale for the super unfit boerewors and fatty chop munching, beer swilling, big bellied brigade.  And let’s not forget the cancerous intake of tobacco smoke.

Just before we reached South Georgia, a team of New Zealand varsity students had received permission to canoe around the island.   These young guys were super fit.  All canoeists by hobby – they trained for months in the roughest seas off N.Z.  They had map memorized every nook and cranny and tidal flow of the entire coast of South Georgia.  They were well prepared.  Off they set – ambitious, keen-eyed, super-duper fit and rippling with muscle.  They were accompanied by a vessel that bulged with carrot juice, salads and vitamin pills.  They were not allowed to make landfall, had to overnight on the ship.  And 27 days later they arrived back at the starting line.

This was no mean achievement.  It is extremely cold in the area and the seas are very very rough and to pull against the tides must have been gut-wrenching stuff.

The BAS station threw a party in honour of the student’s achievements (it was a first off!).  The salad bar was devastated and the assorted fruit juices flowed like water.  The students then went home completely unaware that their brand new record was already under assault.  A bunch of Poms arrived at South Georgia with the same goal as the recently departed students but that was about the only thing that the two groups had in common.

The second bunch were all on the wrong side of 50.  There were no 6-packs in evidence and most of them had to have their one pack shoe horned into their canoes.  When they pulled away from the beach, some of them made an astounding discovery – you cannot paddle a canoe with a half full can in your left hand whilst your right hand is cradling the left hand’s replacement.   Talk about heart rendering decisions!  Anyhow – off they paddled and for a short while their progress could be followed by a line of clouds of cigarette smoke.  Their back-up vessel was loaded to bursting point with all the wrong stuff.  I will invite my readers to use their imaginations here.

They did the trip in 19 days.  The party at the BAS research base is now cause for the re-writing of the rowdy party record books and a couple of the drunken celebratories (flushed with success) had to be physically restrained from setting out there and then to paddle all the way back to the UK.

The secret of their success?  They were all retired members of the S.S. Brigade.

JAMIE’S RESEARCH STATION

From S Georgia we sailed across the Scotia Sea for a day with no land sight and the next day the Malchanov approached the South Orkney Islands very slowly.  The sea currents Sheppard ice bergs from the surrounding areas into the vicinity of these islands.  There were literally hundreds of bergs drifting around and the range of shapes and sizes and colours was astonishing.  One looked just like a swan gliding across the water.  There were canoe sized ones (called floes).  Some towered up like sky scrapers and a handful from an ice shelf were flat and large enough to easily accommodate hundreds of soccer pitches. 
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Tillite  One of the clues in the early days of the idea of colossal continents and continental drift was a rock scattered around the Southern continents called Tillite.  It consists of compressed mud that is full of rocks ranging from tiny pebbles to fair sized boulders and geologists realized that this matrix could only have come from melting ice bergs.  We saw the evidence of this quite clearly.  Some bergs were carrying what looked like fields of sand and stones – these were destined to sink down to the mud below and over the eons, be turned into Tillite.  Tillite is one of the classic examples of why geologists know that they are right when they read the history of our planet in the rocks.  What took place billions of years ago is still taking place right now in front of our eyes.
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A DELIVERY OF MATERIAL FOR A FUTURE TILLITE OUTCROP

We sailed through the Washington Strait.  This separates the two largest islands of the South Orkneys and the trip was done at about 5kms per hour, if that.  The channel is very narrow and the vision of the black cliffs rearing up about half a kilometer to a full kilometer on either side of our small ship is still clear with me.  The silence was total (no waves in the channel) and luckily no ice bergs interfered with our passage.

We did a Zodiac landing to visit a ± 8 thousand colony of breeding Adele Penguins and saw, for the first time, breeding Snow Petrels.  Their whiteness against the black cliffs was startling. 
A SLOW SECTION OF THE HAIRY RIDE
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The next day we did a Zodiac trip to Elephant Island but couldn’t land as the sea was too rough.  So as a consolation prize, we were taken for a wild trip along the coastline.  This was a hairy ride, lots of green faces in the little boats but my children sitting upfront reveled in the roughness and were pissed off as hell when we headed back to ship.  Nobody could tell us why the island was called Elephant.

During the night the Malchanov headed to the South Orkney Islands

Learning about Clouds..
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Next work parties

The next two work parties at Pilanesberg will be on the 4 - 6 July and on the 1 – 3 August 08, if any member would like to join Paddy and his workgroup, please feel free to contact him at home Tel: (011) 793 4867 or on his cell 082-4954339.

The next two work parties at Bora will be on the 18 - 20 July and on the 15 – 17 August 08, if any member would like to join John Bennet and his workgroup, please feel free to contact him 011 6153340

Tents and Rules
These are the rules concerning the F.O.P.S. tents at Manyane. Please do not take them lightly. 
The tents are for paid up MEMBERS only, ie Husband and wife and their minors. Under 18 years old. 
F.O.P.S.  membership numbers required when booking.
Each tent has 2 beds and a third mattress for KIDS. 
Electricity is available on site. 
No tents or ANY other camping accommodation is to be erected on the F.O.P.S. camp site. 
Please ensure you leave tents clean and tidy and report any problems to Paddy 082 459 4339. 
Take note this camp site is for special use only, and is not to be used without prior authorisation from the committee.
Anyone not adhering to these rules will have their membership terminated forthwith. 
The reason for these drastic measures is because, certain members have been abusing this privilege, and it has been questioned both by Golden Leopard Resorts, and by Parks Board. 
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Please remember that bedding is NOT supplied at the tents and you need to bring your own sheets and bedding. Winter can get pretty chilly! The tents only contain 2 beds with mattresses on and a single mattress for the floor.

Issued by the F.O.P.S. Committee.
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To all you FOPs members, take a break, rent a tent and enjoy a wonderful bush experience, at an affordable price – R120.00 per night. Book now!!  The tents are allocated in Manyane camp. 

Please remember to leave the tents as you would like to find them. Please remember that any FOPS member that has booked these tents will be held liable for anything that has gone missing on their weekend. It is up to the FOPS member to control his/her visitors and make sure that they leave the tents in a decent state for the next visitors to enjoy.
Phone Lindy Coombe Heath at 011 793-4867 or 082 890-0534 to make your reservations.
Some cooky but true facts…
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This week the Zoological Society of London published a list of the world’s weirdest animals, including a purple frog that lives 12 feet underground.  These are some others:

RABBITS love liquorice – but it is very bad for them because they cannot digest sugars. 
DALMATIANS are the only breed of dog that gets gout (because they are the only mammals, other than humans, which produce uric acid). 
SLUGS have four noses – well, actually a pair of gills for breathing and a pair of rhino pores (chemosensory organs) used for smelling. 
HONEYBEES have hairs on their eyes to help them collect pollen. 
The left leg of a CHICKEN is more tender than the right one, which it uses most, therefore increasing muscle development. 
The sperm of a MOUSE is longer than the sperm of an ELEPHANT. MICE are highly promiscuous and need particularly large testes to keep up with demand. 
More human deaths have been attributed to fleas than all the wars ever fought. As carriers of the bubonic plague, fleas were responsible for killing one third of the population of Europe in the 14th century. 


A CAT uses its whiskers to determine if a space is too small to squeeze through. The whiskers act as feelers or antennae, helping the animal to judge the precise width of any passage. 
GOLDFISH lose their colour if kept in dim light. Much like humans getting a tan, they need sunlight to keep their pigment. 
ALBATROSSES have a wing span of up to 14feet and need to land only once every couple of years to breed. They can travel hundreds of thousands of miles each flight. 

Certain Chinese and American ALLIGATORS can survive the winter by freezing their heads in ice, leaving their nose out to breath for months on end. 
DOLPHINS sleep with one half of the brain at a time, and one eye closed. 
When two DOGS approach each other, the dog which wags its tail very slowly – showing anger – is in charge. 
Some LIONS can mate more than 50 times a day. 
If you lift a KANGAROO’s tail off the ground it can’t hop – they use their tails for balance. 
For every person there are about 200 million insects. 
A CROCODILE cannot stick its tongue out, because it is attached to the bottom of its mouth. This is why they appear to gulp their food down. 
ELEPHANTS are the only mammals that can’t jump. 
CAMELS have three eyelids to protect themselves from blowing sand. 
Many HAMSTERS blink only one eye at a time. 
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Too cute, but sadly fatty can't jump.


A FLAMINGO can eat only when its head is upside down. Its tongue pumps water through the sieve-like ridges that line its beak in order to trap microscopic algae. 
A DOLPHIN’s hearing is so acute that it can pick up an underwater sound from 15 miles away. 
BUTTERFLIES taste with their hind feet. 
A SNAIL can sleep for three years if conditions are adverse (such as during a drought). 
BEES have five eyes – three small ones on top of their head and two larger ones in front. 
POLAR bears are the only mammal with hair on the soles of their feet. It helps them to get a good grip on icy surfaces, and also acts as a heat insulator. 
MOST elephants weigh less than the tongue of a blue whale. 

PENGUINS can jump as high as 6ft in the air. 
The last animal in the dictionary is the ZYZZYVA, a tropical weevil. 
ELEPHANTS have been found swimming miles from shore in the Indian Ocean. 
The leg bones of a BAT are so thin that they cannot walk. 
Great WHITE SHARKS can go as long as three months without eating. 

GOAT’s eyes have rectangular pupils, which enable them to watch over their broad, flat grazing area for predators. 
KIWI BIRDS are blind and hunt by smell. 
GIRAFFES have no vocal cords and communicate by vibrating the air around their necks. 
[image: image4.jpg]


they sleep with only half of their brain: spooky!


A female OYSTER may produce 100 million young during her lifetime. 
MOSQUITOES are attracted to the colour blue twice as much as to any other colour. 
No two ZEBRAS have the same markings. 
The longest recorded flight of a CHICKEN is 13 seconds. 
A BEE must visit 4 000 flowers to make one tablespoon of honey. 
BY swallowing water, the PUFFER FISH becomes too big for other fish to swallow. 
A full-grown BEAR can run as fast as a horse. 
Female FLEAS drink 15 times their weight in blood every day. 
When a GIRAFFE’s baby is born, it falls from a height of 6 feet, without being hurt. [image: image11.jpg]




A DRAGONFLY can spot an insect moving 33ft away. 
CAMEL milk does not curdle, because it has adapted to the desert heat. 
POLAR bears can swim 60 miles without pausing for a rest. 

About 600 species of plants are carnivorous. Most eat insects but also on the menu are FROGS, BIRDS and even small MONKEYS. The average laying HEN produces 257 eggs a year. You can hypnotise a frog by placing it on its back and gently stroking its stomach.
Scary…Elephant vs. VW
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Taken in the Kruger
Apologies

Dear FOPS friends,

Apologies for emailing out the sediba again. We decided at the last committee meeting that we needed to give our members more time in order to get their details updated with Brigitte. We have many incorrect cell numbers in which case you will not receive any communication about upcoming events and sediba newsletter notices.

I had quite a few phone calls on the FOPS cell number asking where the sms on the 20th was. Apologies for that.

Adding all the cell numbers to the new sim card has taken a bit longer than expected. Will keep you updated.

Cuan
Your 2008 committee members.


Email: 
	" 

lindys1@worldonline.co.za
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Membership Application Form

	Surname:________________________________________
	Title:   MR / MRS / MISS / DR / OTHER ________________

	First name & Spouse’s name: ___________________________________________________________________________

	Children’s name & Age: ________________________________________________________________________________

	Membership No: (if Appl) ____________________________
	Occupation: ______________________________________

	Postal Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________



	Home Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Telephone (Home): _________________________________
	Cellular: _________________________________________

	Business: ________________________________________
	Fax: ____________________________________________

	Do you wish to join workparties:     YES / NO
	Are you inetrested in Bushveld Mosaic:      YES / NO


Membership Fess:   Single = R110
Family = R140 (FOPS Subs year = August – July)

Please send this form together with your payment to FRIENDS OF PILANSBERG, PO BOX 70723, Bryanston, 2021. Or deposit directly into our bank account at: Nedbank, Randpark Ridge, Branch Code 15-14-05, Acc No: 1514-22-1241. Proof of deposit must be faxed to our secretary at the number above.

For more information, visit our website at http://www.fops.org.za
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